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ABB A T A RI A NS 
A Vindication fo our 1 Goſpel Felivale, 


Wherein « held forth, I 
CI. That The Feaſt of Chricks Nativity is grounded upon ibe Scripturem ih 
— Obſerved in hop pute, ancient, Apoſtelique times, and is approved by 
Reformed w 
IT, That was born on the 25 day of December; and all ObjeRions 


to the contrary refuted. _ a 

III. That the keeping boly the Los- Dap was appointed by the C * 

an Churchzand that the Morality, and Divine In itution of the — 
Dax are meer fictions. 

IV. That the Day of Chriſts Nativity, the Day of His Paſgion, and ® 
the like, have equall Authority, equall —— right to be obſer 
ved as the Lot Dayzand chat to work on thoſe Paper is equally ſinſul. 

v. That the Obſervation ofthe Sabbath Day is aboliſhed in Cbrift;and 

| that to call the Lopds Day tbe Sabbath js ſenſleſs, Jewiſh;uachriſtian, 


Lunwarrantable. 5 
TOGETHER WITH * - 


Queſtions preparatory to the better, free, iv 28 
and more Chriſtian Adminiſtration of B 
the Lords Supper. 


— — — —— 


. 


— — 
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By E DVV A 5 FIS Au A, Eſq. 


LONDON, 


Printed for Edw: Blackmore at the Angel, and R. Lowndes "6 
the White-Lyon in S. Pauls Church-yard, 1655. 
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To all that love the Lord Feſus, 
x UTTR 
Grace, Health, and Hapineſſe, be 
multiplyed. 


BRETHREN, 
EZ Mongſt thoſe wholeſome and heavenly duties 
recommended in the New Teſtament, there is 
one more carneſily preſſed upon us, then our 
Dany of Trying and Examining the Doctrines, 
e even of thoſe who profeſſe themſelves 7 gackerr, 
p,, Miniſters of Chriſt : Take beede What 
you bear (1); Prove all things, hold faſſ that Which « good (b); Be- ; Mur. 4 242 


lieve not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirics, Whether they be ef GOD ; Hi Tbef. g. 2 f. 

For many falſe prophets are gone ont into the world,ſzith S. Joh (c ) John 4.1, 

Falſe teachers there ſhall be, ſaith S. Peter (d) Falſe prophets ſhall © Fer. 2. 1. 

ariſe, and deceive, if it were poſſible, the very Eltft ; but take heed; 

behold, I have foretold you all things, ſaith our Bleſſed Saviour (e). e) Mark 13.22, 

And indeed, from the neglect ot theſe Divine Warnings,and the 23. 

taking up of doctrines, proofes, aſes on traſt without eximinati- 

on, it n, that fo many Hereſſes Sect Fact ons, and perverſe Opini- 

ons have taken root, and ſprung up amongſt us : Hence fo much 

Zrale without knowledge (f'; fo much Lecturing and Learning f) Rom. 10. 3. 

Without profiting (g); ſo much ſiding (b), and heving mens perſons £2 Tim. 3. 7. 

in admiration (i); fo much toffing in judgement, and ſailing with Y — - 354% 

every winde of Doctrine, which way ſoever their Terchert pleaſe ; 1 

inſomuch as xa experienced Miniſter hath long ſiace teſtiied, we 

finde (faith he) the fpirits of che people aba Kingdome (Es VE C 1- 

ALL rr ; 

to the por of Go Uineſ1,yeauy to tobe x Y ire ſ aas and to be caſt k) Edwards bis 

into ANY monld that hath but the 1 a firifter way (c). _—_— 2 
2. Wa 


l Mat. 7. I 5. 


m) 2 Pet. 2. 3. 
1) Gal. 6. 16. 
Phil. 3. 16. 


o) John 5.39. 
1 Cor.1o.1 5. 


5) 1 Pet. 1. 10. 


40 AQs 17.11. 


r) Extant pro- 
digieſæ diſputa 


tiones de mutd- 


tione ſabbati, 


co. Vide Con- 
fels. Auguſt. in 


Append. ad 


Harm.Confeſs. 
J) Exod.23.2, 


(3) 1 
Nov, that our Eximinations may proceed upon clear and ine 
fallible grounds, we muſt know, that tho Ralo and Mari of Truth, 
is not the compoſed looks, and outward ſanctity of the Teacher; 
for even falſe prophits ſball come to yon (ſaith (hriſt) in ſheeps 
clothing (1); and we read of Arixe, Pelagiu, and divers others, 
who though notorious Hereticks, yet to the eye of the world 
were men of unblameable Converſations, and outwardly Reli- 
gious : Nor is it ſmooth and faire larguage ; for, through cavet- 
ouſneſſe ſpall the Falſe Teachers, (ſaith S. Peter) uſc flattering,and 
fainedwords (m): But the ſure and alone ſtedfaſt Rule of Truth 
is the moſt Sacred word of Gop (n); unto which all Teachers 
muſt ſubmit (o), and by whidſt afi Docttines muſt be tryed, and 
examined, not with a bare turning over the leaves of the Bible, 
and finding out the Scripture words, (as ſome think it is all they 
have to doe) bur through a diligent inquiry and ſearch (p) into 
the ſenſe and meaning of God s holy ſpirit ; like as the Braun: 
in the 42s, who, though they received the word with all readiigfs 
of mind, yet they ſearched the Scripturgs daily, whether thaſs things 
were ſo, as Paul preached (q). ) . 

According then to this Rule let the following Treatiſe he æxi- 
mined; let thoſe great and prodigious (t) Diſputes concermgyſes 
dayes and times to GO DS publique Service be brought to ti 
touch · ſtone of Truth,Gop s Holy Word; Let us trie, let us ſearch 
what is by all parties delivered, and whatſoever is founded on, or 


_ agreeable to the Divine Truth, embrace we muſt ; whatſoever is 


ſwarving from, or repugnant thereunto, retaine we may not; 
though it come backed with a multitude ) and be upheld by the 
higheſt of worldly powers, In order therfore to the right under- 
ſtanding of this Controverſie,we ſhall ſet downe in brief, what is 
Truth, and what is Errour, that by comparing them together, 
they may(as colours that be directly oppolice) render each other 
the more diſcernable. | 
And ficſt, Moſt evident it is, that from the creation of Adam, 
unto the time of Moſes, the Scriptures, but in one onely place, 
have mentioned Gop s ſetting apart a day to his Service; and 
that is the ſecond of Geneſis, ver. 2, 3. where it is ſaid, That 
God reſted on the ſeventh day frem all bis work which he had wade, 
and For THaT CAnSE bleſſed the ſeventh day, and ſantbfied it. 
But when this bleſſing and ſunctiication firſt was, or to w — 
. bY enjoy 


4 


X 3) 
joynedzthe Text expreſſeth not, ad men ſpexk wholly by con; 2 Exod. 16335 
— whenda — one to — rey 


ment with modeſty,and not to obtrude i Leit. 23. 2% 
—— — nr te 


Nextly, from the time of Aſſes to our Savionrs Paſſion, it is 16.24. Lev. 23. , 
nadenis ble, that the JewiſhChurch had her weekly Feaſts on the 19.24 27.3439 
{:venth day;(c)her monthly Faaſts (=) her yeerly Feaſts; (v, and * — _ 
all of them by GODS own preſcription and appointment, all — —_— 
of them Feaſts of the Lord, Sabbaths of the Lord, holy Convecati- Rom. 14. v. 


ont, wherein no ſervile work might be done. ( x) 6.com-with v.17 
Bar after our Sviours Paſſion,the Apoſtles both by their pra- 7 Av 14.14. 
4 Gal. 5. 1. 


Riſe and doctrine have witneſſed; that GOD under the | 
ſpell does not exaQ one day for bis publique ſervice, more = | = of cg 
another ; The obſerving a day and not obſerving a day, ate ns meat eGal.q.9*8 5 
and drink (y) which in themſclves (7 ) ate things indifferent: And 4 Col. 2% 
it is a part of that Liberty where with Chriſt bath wade us free,(u) , 4 
to make choyce of the dayes and times for GO DS ſervices, us A. 26 —— 
well publique as private, Hence it is. that the Apoſtles doe ſo — 30. 
ſharp'y condemn, not onely the obſervance of Jewiſh Feſtivalls, Z ancb- in 4. 
Sabbaths, and Ceremonies; ( but alſo of any other dee and Frente 4 
, abſolutely neceſry; rerming lech obſervance dh FARE 
zyes weak and begparly elements - f 
radimencs of the wel KA e — 
Upon this ground therefore of Chriſtian Liberty the moſt Dominicall3, 
pure, ancient, and Apoltolicall Churches tooke up and ordained .F. ul, 
the obſervation of ſuch dayes, as to each Church ſeemed moſt 5 Juin Dürr 
convenient for GODS ſe:vice. (e) Which dayes were either 970 * 
Weekly,or Anniverſary, (F) For the Weekly ; ſome Churches did 5 Sozom.l.7; 
obſerve only the firſt day of the week or Sunday, which they na- <-16- 
med alſotteLords de, in memory of our Lords ReſurreRion;(g) cru lib. 5. 
Some did obſerve only Friday in memory of Chriſts Paſſion;(b) f fn e, 
ſome obſerved the Sabbath onely (i) ſome obſerved beth rhe 24 Lags, 
Sabbath and Sanda. ( ſome both Wedneſday; aud Friday, (1) l Soc. l. 5. c. 21. 
ſome both Friday and Sunday, (m) ſome Wedneſday, Friday; and m Euſcb de 
Sunday, ( ” ) As for the Aniverſary dayes which were celcbra. vita Conſtant. 
ted bur once in the yeer ; Thoſe of generall concernment and __—_ = * 
higheſt eſteeme, were the day of Chriſts Nati ity, (e] with us 11. —_— 
called Chrift k vin, (e) us = Hieron 
mas day ; The day of Chriſts ſuffering on the Croſſe, L Lin Galar.c.4 


with us called Good: Friday; 1. D. 
5 Good: Friday;The day ofinkifng equine row he — 


| (4) 
„Luke £426 dead, (q) with us called Eaſter-day : The day of his A/cenfon an- 
to heaven, (t) with us called Holy Thwſday; the day of Chriſt his 
1) AQ 1.11. ending denne the Holy Ghoſt (s) with us called E- fend. And 
28 * here it will be expedient to take notice of three things worthy 
3% our remembrance : Firſt, that the moſt ancient Records and He. 
ſtories of the Church doe mention che obſcrving of the Lords 
day, and thoſe Anniverſary dayes aforenamed, but not the time 
when Chriſtians began to keep them holy: (t) And therefore to af- 
) Magdeburg, fi-m that the Lords day was ſolemnized before the day ofChriſts 
Cent, 1.1.2 of. Nativity, Paſſion, and the reſt, is no other then 2 bare aſſertion 
2 without booke. (a) Secondly, admit the Lords day were the fi ſt 
Currilous illite · Chtiſtian Feſtivall; yet cannot that day by ſuch precedency of 
rate pamphl. t time (a thing meerly circumſtantia ll) be the more obligatory to 
called; m ſiace the Anniverlary dayes were inſtituted by the /awe autho- 
— — rity, upon the /ame ground, to the ſame end. (w) Thirdly, from 
Fesf. — the t me of the Apoſtles unto the reign of Conſſantine the Great, 
w) This pro- the Chriſtian Churches enjoyed; and ſtifiy maintained (x) their 
ved in out An- ſ:yerall cuſtomes in the free obſervation of dxyes to GODS 
2 — publique ſervice : But, ben Conſtantine bad gotten poſſeſſion of the 
— whole Roman Empire, (y) and was become (as it were) Lord of the 
x) Euſeb.l.5, World, none mult then preſume to vary from his judgemenc and 
22. practice; and about the yeere of ſalvation 324. () his Imperiall 
1)Sozom.l.1. Pecree, or Edit went forth, commanding «ll within his Domini- 
run cen. e to reverence and ſet apart the Lords day to divine duties and that 
— Chronel. all Mayiftrates and Rulers whatſoever (bold ſee it perfor meu: (a) 
lib 6. After which Decree, partly through feare of puniſhment, partly 
——— allured by the exzmp'e of the Emperour and his Succelſours, 
c.18 r, l.4- (which experience teacheth us to be very attractive) () the Chri- 
b)Rcgis ad cx. ſtian people did by degrees et fal the obſervation of other dies, 
emplum tors and fo the Lords day became the alone weekly Feſtivall, as we 
componizur or- ſee it in out time. Howbeit obſervadle it is chat the ſaidDecre: of 
* Conflantine,is 2s clear and full for the ſtriR and reverent celebta · 
tion of the Anniverſary Feaſts as of the Lords day. The words of 
the Decree ate, That all who are ſwhjett to the Roman Empire, 
fronld ret from all labour on the dayes entitled by our Savionrs 
Name, «nd ſbomid reverence them, for the mmer) of thoſe things 
which Were done on thoſe dayes by the common Savionr of ns 
i all. (c) 


Thus we have ſbewed what is Trath : we come now unto Fr. 


Yor, 


UM 


LIMI 


(5) 


| . to the old ſaying) i waniſld (4) but the ') Error > 


moſt remarkable opinions, or rather phaafies, ara three. The fieft mukiplex. 

is, of the old Sabbatarians, who teach b the keeping of the Sab- 

bath or ſeventh day of the week, namely Satterdey, 4 a duty Mo .) cm oO 
ral and Natnral, and ſo obliging all wen at all times. (e) To prove fords dodvrine 
this they bring us tewo Reaſons; one is, Becauſe the Sabbath was of the ſourth 
appointed by G O D, and obſerved by Adam in Paradi/e.Bat here Commandement. 
unto we anſwer;Fuſt, with Tertullian, les them ſbem Ant bat Adam, * — "RF 
or Abel, or Enoch, or Noah, or any of the Patriarchs ever keep Teſſe, aut Abel, 
the Sabbath. (f) Secondly, Every appointment gr command of aus Enoch, r. 
GOD to Adem in the ſtate of Innocency was not Merall ; for Tertul. aluerſ. 


if ſo then GODS command of 1 ear) forbidden fruit 1 - 
) ſhould be Morall and binding to which were grofſe to af- f) Cen... 


firme. Thirdly;We read that Adam and Eve were created on the 11.3 l. 

fixth day : (H that immediately afrer their creation, they were i) Compare 
placed in the garden of Eden, (i) and that is the cool or evening Gen-2. 15.17. 
(& ) of the 4 C0 D walkedin the garden, called unto Ade ; ure C) Wa 5 
raigned both him and her for eating of the forbidden fruit, and Gen.; f. 
preſently caſt them out of Paradiſe, (/)ſo that Adam was neither 1) Gen. 3. 8,9. 
in innocency nor in Paradiſe on the feventh day. () THEIR 11,2 2,23,:4. 
other Reaſon for the Morality of the Sabbath is, Becauſe the oh. 2) Willer bi 
ſervation thereof vas delivered in Mount Sinai, and enjoyned by the Gee com: 
fourth commandement. Unto which we anfwer; Firſt;that all tb 
words which GOD ſpake at the delivery of the Law in Mount 
Sinai were not Morali;For theſe words in thePceface, Which have 
brought thee ont of the land of Egypt nut of the houſe of bondage, () 
cannot (in a literall ſenſe, according as they were ſpoken) be ap. 
plyed to any other people then the Jewes. Secondly, if all the 
words ſpoken by God in Mount Sina were Morall, then why 
is not the fifteenth ver.of the fifth chapter of Dexteronemy,inſers 
ted into our Copies of the Decalogus, ſecing. Moſes teſtiſieth, that 
the Lord Fake thoſe words in the Mount, (o 2s well 2s the ret? ) Deut. 5. 22. 
Thirdly, upon a due and ſerious confideration of the words com- 

monly refuted within the fourth Commandement, we ſhall find, 

that they contain in them a double Precept; The one General,tha 

other Special, Tan G Precept is, Remennber the Sabbath, 

or reſt day to keep it bely 2 (p)Whereia — required. 5 Exod. 12. 8. 


x) Exo J. 20. 2. 


Firſt, there mult be 4 fer dey or time for GODS ſervice. Second. 
ly,chat day muſt bez day of ref, from our ordinary labour. Third- 


ly, 


Rom. 1. 19. 20 
t Nifs cert ſta- 
riſque tempori- 
bus, ad res divi- 
na 4immiflran- 
das utamur, po- 
pulus in incerto 
pofitze nunq uam 
convenire pote · 
rit, ut audiat 
verbum domini. 
Func. Com. in 
Chro.1.6. An- 
Chr.324. 

i Exod. 29. 10, 
11. 

t Col 2.16, 

u Calvin. l. 2. 
inſtitut.c. B. ſed. 
31. 32. Bullin- 
ger. Decad. 7, 
$Serm.4.Danam 
Ethic, Chriſti- 
an l. 2. c. Io. 

Z anch. in expl. 
Præcept. 4 Ur- 
ſin. Ctechet. 9. 
103. Polan. 
mag. Theol. 
1.5. t. 10. Du 
Moulin in hi 
Treatiſe of Tra- 
dons c. 20. 
Doctor Pride - 
aux bis Lect᷑. of 
the Sab. ſect. 3. 
Carpenters 


Geography, l 1. 


x Balduin de 

Ca/.(,onſcient, 

EF 2c.13.Ca[.1. 
J Sect. ꝛ. 


(6) 
ly,it muſt be kept kolyghat is ſpent in the worſhip of GOD and 
divine exerciſes. Fourthly, we maſt remember, both to have ſuch 
dayes and obſerve them. And that this Precept is Morall and Ni- 
tutall che very light of reaſon hath evidenced uato all men: For, 
from the view of this glorious fabrick of the world, from the ad- 
mirable beauty, order, and variety of things therein,from terrouc 
of conſcience in evill doing, and many other wayes, the moſt ſa- 
vage people are convinced there is a GOD;(q) And if a GOD, 
then he mult be ſerved, becauſe on him is our dependency; And if 
ſerved, then there muſt be a day or tinve ſet apart for his ſervice, 
otherwiſe men being upon nacertainties can never aſſemble ; ( 
And if there be a day or time ſet apart for his ſervice, then mult 
we reſt on that day from out owne worke, otherwiſe we mock 
GOD in pretending a day unto him, and taking it to our ſelves; 
And if we reſt fromourown work, then we mult imploy our /elves 
in holy duties, elſe the day is not ſo properly a day of reſt as a day 
of idleneſſe, which reaſon condemnes. Tas Special Precept is, 
Six dayes ſhalt thou labour & c. (i) And herein not any glimpſe or 
fhadow of Morallity appeareth : For, that GO D created the 
World in ſixe dayes,yeſted the ſeventh, hallowed it, and allowed fx 
dayes for labour, it was meerely of his Divine-will and pleaſure ; 
There was nothing in nature, nothing in reaſon, but that GOD. 
might have finiſhed cht Creation in ſix minutes, as wel as ix 4s; 


nor is the ſeventh day in nature more holy, but that GOD might 


have appointed any other day as well as that, Wherefore we 
conclude with S.: Paul, that the obſervation of the Sabbath or ſi- 
venth day was Ceremoniall,(:)not Morall; and by conſe quence, 
this Precept was a part of the Ceremonial! L, () abcogared 
in Chrilt,(w)and is now juſtly ſer aſide by all Chriſtian Churches. 
The ſecond Opinion is, of the Anabapriſts and Libertines, who 
teach, That all ſet dayes and times to GODS Service are unlsfull, 
(x) But this is directly againſt che fourth Commandement : and 
as for their reaſons, ſuch as they be you have them brought forth, 
and caofuted in the following Treatiſe {y). 
The third Opinion is, of the new Sabbatarians,who dream of 
a middle way betwixt a Jew and a Chriſtian ; and this they uſu- 
ally lay down in two Propoſitions. The firſt is, That the Lords 
Day, or firſt day of the Weeke, namely Sunday, may be called the 
Sabbath:The next is, That the Obſervation of the Lords Day a4 
Moral 


(7) 


Moral davy en; G 0 De and deckerid beth by the #) See, The 
— 275 ant bis Apoſtles Gee relfiee of Pi- 
rance of this kinde of Teachers was in the yeare of one Lord Boro 


1595 (6),nevr the end of the Reiga of Den Elizabeth : And Di Denn, 
ernte they are neither able to produce dice Scripture,nor fp. Dofo Tſe, 


lid teaſon for hat they ſay, they labour to ſuppott their coh- ker, Ley; 


ceits by fallacies, faificies, and wreſtings of Gop s Holy Wort, —— 2. 


us upon ſcanning their proofs will be manife ſt to the meaneſt on - 074 Byfield, 


» pacity,For their firſt propolicion; they ailedge ewo Reaſons why Martindale, 45. 


the Lords day may be called the Sabbath : One is, Becauſe the bor, intheir 
Sabbath ſignifies a reſt ; and therefore the Lordi day being 2 reſt, Trextiſes of 
may be called the Sabbath. Bat to this we anſwer, it is falſe that —— 
the Sabbath fignifies a Reft ; For when by Cuſtome of ſp:ech x — : 0 
common name is reſtrained to a particular place, thing, or perſon, e, &c. 
it then becomes a proper name, and fo loſing its community, ) See Rogers 
does ſign ſie that only particulat nato which by cuſtom of ſpeech — his 
it is applyed; as for inftance, the temple is a common name fig. "yan oo 
nifying the Clarch ; yet in Londen, where by cuſtome of ſp:ech * Ly Sunday + 
this name, The Temple, is reſtrained to an Inns of Court, it is Sabbath, c. 13. 
falſe, and abſurd to ſay you were at The Temple, nnd mean the P79: 
Cburcb of Szint Giles : la like manner the Sabbath is x common 
name ſignifying tho reſt ; yer in the Chriſtian Charch, where by 
cuſtome of ſpeech(c; (according to Gov s holy Phraſe through- ) Chrifliani 
out the Old and New Teſtament (4) this name, The Sabbath, erat ſolexne = 
is reſtrained tothe Jew. ſh weeklyBeltival,it is falſe and abſurd to ffinere 2 voca- 
ſpeak of The Sabbath and mean The Lords Day. Their other rex- % A Fu- 
ſon,why the Lords Day may be called The Sabbathis, Becauſe the 5 ute ides 
Led Day ſucceeded in the roome of the Sabbath, But if this Argu- — cn 
ment be good, then miy Bapti/ave be called {ircxmciſion, the bai uſurpaſſe, 
Lords Supper the Paſſcover, und King ame Queen Elizabeth, Dies Domini: 
As for the ſecond Propofition;wherem they aſſett the Adorabity, L. c. g. 
and Divine inflitution of the Lords Day;theix Reaſons are at large 4 — 
debated in the followiog Treatiſe, * and therefore we (hall here p. J. K 181. 
take notice onely of three. The firft is, Becauſe (fay they) Alan, Sce our An- 
accor ding to GODS command kept the Sabbath in the Hate of inne- [wer to Maſtee 
cency (e). But this allegation is falle; for, (as we have proved 7%; Ses 
before) Adam fell on the ſiath day; and our new Sabbararians 9 The? = 
of Picty, Pria« 
ud by Z. T. p. 28 3. Pier Dan lain. L. I. c. . Du Barts, inche fevearh day of oy Week, 
| B them | 


a. uam ; ” 


f) The Ac 


(8) 
themſelves upon ſecond thoughts have publiſhed, That the j;ke- 
lieſt opinion tobe true, ts, That man fell the firſt day of bis Creation: 
Which ««(fay they) the more probable, ber auſe if Adam and Eve had 
ledged in Paradiſe ont night, his firſt child had net been begotten in 
his owne likent(ſe, that ts, in the ſtate of corruption into Which he 
fel (H. Beſides, what is the ſanct fication of che Sabbath ſpoken 


lemb'.Annot. of by Moſes in the ſecond Chapter of Geneſis, to our obſer- 


24. 


80 Gen. 2. 2. 
5) Gen. 1. 1. 


i) The Praflice 
of Piety, Prin- 
ted by K. T. p. 


on Gen. c 3. C. ing the Lords day? That was appointed to be kept on the fe. 


venth 1nd laſt day of the week; this is kept on the firſt dap 
of the week : That was the dey i» Which G O D reſted from his 
Work of (reation(g);This is the day in which GOD begas to create 
the leaven aud the earth (h): That was our Saturday; This is our 
Sunday, THEIR ſecond proof for the Morality of the Lords 
Day is, from the fourch Commandement ; where they ſeek to 
corrupt the very Text, and would perſwade us that for Tu z 
ſeventh day we mult read A ſeventh day; (5) as if GOD did not 
ſet apart a certain day of the week, but left it to man to 
keep which of the ſeven he pleaſed. Unto which we anſwer,that 


269 K. Byfield, this conceit is not only againſt the letter of all our Tranſlations, 


Doctrine of the 
Sabbath. p. 1 16. 


117. 


k) Compare 


but even repugnant to the ſenſe of the Commandement ; For 
the words are expreſſe, that GOD bleſſed and hallowed the Sab- 
bath day, that ſabbath day was the ſeventh day,that ſeventh day 
was the day in which GOD reſted from his (xe dayes Work'of Crea · 
tion, (k) Nay,grant it were true (as theſe men would have)that 
this Special Precept does exaRtly oblige us, & that no particular 


11. with Gen. day of the ſeventh was by GOD appointed to be kept holy; then 


2. 2 5» 


Doctrine of ibe 
Sebbab.p 123. 


may we ſet apart Munday or Tueſday, ot any other day to GODS 
ſet vice, as well as Sunday; & ſo by their own argument, the Lords 
day is no more Morall then any other day of the week. IE IR 
third proofe is from the title or name Lords day, which (ſay they 
cannot be for any ether reaſon, but becanſe it is of the Lords inſtitu- 
tion. (I) We anſwer, this is falſe ; For the Lords day is not fo 
called, becauſe it was inſtituted by the Lord, but becauſe it is de- 
dicated to the Lord;as we commonly ſay, Saint Maries Church, or 


Dies Dominica. Saint Peters Church; which no man did ever imagine, were built 
I. 1 c.. p. 24 


or founded by Saint (ry, or Saint Peter, 

And now, Brethren, Te that love the Lord peſiu and hi truth, 
know,that for your ſakes the ſe things are written; and be ye ex. 
borted ſeriouſly to weigh & conſider the premiſſes with the fol. 
: 1 lowing 


* 


(9) 
lowing Treatiſe, Give not beed to ſaducing Spirits m 

devils, who command to abſtain = 5 ( _— Go 4 2 225 
hath created to be received of them Which believe , and know — f 
the truth. ( Dayes there muſt be to GODS ſervice, and 9 — 
certain y, it i more Worthy of praiſe, and more profitable to ſan- — 
Aifie theſe which the anc ent, Apoſtol quo, and purer C hurch did alſo ® ets. 3 F 
eccuſtomelto [antiifie. (e) Wherefore let us keep to the old paths, Abel 2- 
where the good Way, and Walks therein; p) and —— The Tea, of 
oporrunity ſhall be given, let us all as men of one heart, and —— 
ene ſoul, (4) humbly Petition the 7 brice- High, () and Thrice. Wildente, 
Henourable (s) Court of PARLIAMENT, to take theſe points &c. oe Conſt 
into debate, and by AN ACT To EsTaBLi1SH Tan turions of be 
STRicT AND Dus OsstrvaTtion Os THOSE ANNI1- — 
VERSARY FBasTS WHICH ARB ENTITULED BY Kat 
Our SAv1ours NA NMB: So ſhall the Cuſtomes and Honour of b% Dodrine 
the ancient, pure & Apoſtolick Churches be preſetvedzthe ſolemn of the Sabbath. 
dayes for GODS worſhip be encreaſed;the charge of inconſtan- Pf 

cy, & fickleneſs in our profeſſion be diſproved;the fear of falling — 
into Atheiſm be ſuppreſſed;the Jewiſh and ſuperſtitions eſteeme 9 = — 
of the Lords day be abated ; our Chriſtian liberty maintained; 2 f c. 
the mindes and conſciences of the moſt, and beſt part of this 2 1.2. 8 
Nation be fatisfizd ; our Vowes and Declarations of Reformi An 
according to the word of GO D and the example of the be Reformed —_ 
Churches be performed : And, bleſſed, yea b for ever (hall 

they be that wiſh wel ro Sion, and build up the Walls of Feruſalem, 


* 


Halelu- Fah. 


() 
2222232922222 


Finn 
| A 
CHRISTIAN CAVEAT 


TOTHE 
Old and New Sa BBATARIANS. 


_—_— 


SxXETION I. 


The Occaſion aud Method of this Treatiſe. 


diſobe. Tranffac. of the 

Bible ro K. Tamer, 
—— Dom 1593. 
10, 


8) 2 Tim. 13. 


and famaxc City, when I bebold a Cox TluviExSs, A VBRY ia his Trexiſe, ent 
Ranznin Ov ALL OpinzoNs, ad ſuch « going and ime tony 
—— — ſaplings of rom the Land of norighs- "2 Ty: or 


neſſe, one e i u, cud ale an Ariel; the next Pag. 229,230- > 
B3 Werke © 1 


(12) 
week it is no ſuch matter. but ſome other thing i the right. And 
truly. what elſe can be expected, whilſt men doc ſe tbeir 

b)x Pet. 2. 16. liberty, not 4s the ſervants of God, but for a cloak of malici- 

c) Permiſcent reffa ouſneſſe ; (b) intetmixing and ſowirg the tares of errour 

perverſic ; ut often- and diviſion with che ſeeds of truth and peace? (c) 

dende bona , audhvorcs Take à taſt of their new, fi:ry-new Divinity. They ſay, 

ad ſe rrahet: @® that the Church of E vg land bath not the Sacraments duly ad- 


— miniſtred nor the word truly preached,and ſo Wants the marks 


rampanr. Greg · Mag: of a true Church. (d) Fhey deny che Baptiſme of Infants to 
Moral |. 5. c.11. be lawfull. (e) They call che Liturgie and Publick ſervice 
Error per ſeipſum 1 of our Church rank, Atheiſme, a proud inveighling ſtrumpet,@ - 
nan flere cr ſed Mealſe of ſuperſition ſul of ſerpents, bathed in the blood 
rue. Trenzus adverl. of bollies, ſouln and eflates ; the reliques or leavings of the Po- 
Hæret. in Pcocemio. piſh dregs; not the amp or limb, but the head of the Dragon, 
a) Proteftarion pro 10 better then the conjuring or mugling of Magicians : (f) The 
* pager: te harafter of Antichrift or eAntichriftianiſme. (g They fay 
= — Tj of thats ſet form of publique Prayer is a main branch of Po- 
Baptiſme. pery: (b) yer we find that ſer formes of Prayer have ever 
f) The Anatomy of been uſcd and approved in Gods Church. () They ſay, 
the Service-booke, that the thirty nine Articles of our Church are ſtuffed with 
4 13517 Popery and Arminianiſme : (k) and they have fo vilificd the 
Peneflatien pros books of Howilies, that the very name of them is unto the 
g) Proveflation pr - —— 2 
ieſted. pag. 7. vulgat become contemptible. Whence it is too too evident 
b) Proteſt. ibilen. (let them make what pretence they pleaſe ) that their aime 
Saur , Seck. 2. ic to confound and root out our Religion. For (as Ar. 


7 —— _ 3 unto Prue hath well obſerved) the whole body of our Religion 
verſe 37. Plal.44. & # cluded in our Common - Prayer Boolę, our Articles, and our 
8.5. & 92. & 102.25 Homilies. (1) 

. — by the ti⸗ No marvail then, if Tus V tefuſe to celebrate the Nati. 
rles of thoſe Pſalmes. ty ef /hrift;who (by their own confeffions)hbave revolted 


Toy i = 7 from the Church of Chriſt; who diſgrace, hate, ſlander, and 
Tertul. adverſ.gentes, ptrſacute (m) the moſt Orthodoxe, the moſt eminent, and 
<.39. Buſch, de vit. chiefeſt of all the Reformed Churches, the Church of Eng- 
Con. 1.4.18. p3g- , /and, (n) No marvaile, if Tu Y revive thoſe old, rotten 
106. Calv. ad —— 

3 uſcul. in Pſal. 6 f. The booke of Hom. Tom. 2. Hom. ꝙ pag. 138. Dr. * 
in his Sermon ſtyled, The Saints deity exerciſe. () Salrmar ſþ bis Exemines. of Mr. Fullers 
mon, pag 2. () A ſurvey of Gexens Couz.Devor. in the Epiſt. Ded. (m) Gal, 4, 29. (®) See 
Mic, Smiths Treatiſe, called, Geis Arrowes againſt Atheifts. Chap.ult. 

& ercours 


(13) . | : 
errours of the PzTROBRVSIANS (d), (affirming , that 4) In vita Bernards 
Chriſtians ought not to keep or obſerve Fraſts)who have a long 1.3.0. 

time endeavoured to bring in all manner of Hereſies an 

Schiſmes. and conſequently Atbeiſino, which in milder ſpeoch e) Videl. de Arcan. 
1 called Libertiniſine (:). No marvaile, if they reject tha Armin J. 1. c. 1. 
tradition of our Church touching the day of our Saviours f) Ti Lords Projer 


moſt abſolute, moſt excellent, moſt Divine(g) Prayer ; which, g) Divine plane artiß- 
our Saviour himſelfe. ynt. Theol. l. 9. cap. 
Now for the perfect diſcovery of the perverſneſſe,groſſe 17, Ses li Biſhop 


miſtakes, and ignorance of theſe men; and alſo for the full | —— 9 aq 


and cleare vindication of our Chwrch from this foule aſper- prayer 
ſion of maintaining a ſuperſtitions Novelty (i); we (hall ſer h) Luke 11. 2. 
down theſe two Poſitions. yy iſt _—_ 
impiat novitates, eti Eccleſiz Angli filio mu „uod ali 
r 


1. That Chriſtian Magiſtrates may 
lawfully conſtitute and ordaine 
Feaſt-dayes or dayes of ſolemne 
Thankſgiving ; and require O. 
bedience unto ſuch Conſticuti. 
Ons. 


2. That the Church of England doth 
upon juſt & good grounds cele- 
brate the Nariviry Or Our 
Lon, on the 25. day of Decemb. 


In the diſcuſſing of the latter Poſition, we (ball hne; 
I, The ſeverall aames and titles of this Fealt, 
2, That 


+ Rom. 14 6. 


121 Cor. 14. 40. 


2 DEB O, nec pra- 
eepta, net vetitæ ſunt. 
Polan. Syntag Theol. 


Res adiqbora ſunt qua. 


. 


(14) 
2. That the Frafſ of the Nativity is grounded upon the 
Scriptures. A 
3. That this Feaſt was duly Celebrated by the Chriſtians 
in all 
4. That our Saviour was borne on the 25. day of De. 
cember. 
5. The worke of the — * 
After which,we ſhall (God willing) conclude with a pa. 
theticall exhortation unto the true ſonnes of the Church of 
England, f 


S BC TION II. 
That Chriſtian Magiſtrates may lawfully conſtitute and ard in 
Feaft.daies, or daies of ſolemn Thanſgiving, and require 
obedience unto ſuch Conſtitmtions, 


TI truth of the former part of this Poſition (to wit, 
That ¶ Briſtia Magiſtrater may lawfully conſtitute and 
erdaine Fraſt. dayet) ic cleared by faure reaſons. 

Tas FIRST Reaſon. Tbey that by Hod Word have power 
to limit things indifferent, may lawfully conſtitute Fraſt-Aaics: 
Becauſe Eeaſt · daies are in themſelves things indifferent. as 
S. Paul celtifi.th(F) He that regardeth a day,regardeth it un- 
to the Lud; and he that regardeth not the day yo the Lord he 
aoth met regard it. : 

But Chriftian Magiſtrates by Gods word have power to limit 
things indifferent (*) For the power given unto Magiſtrates 
by Gods Ne not over ſuch things as are preciſely 
commanded or forbidden by God (5). 

Therefore Clriftian Mayifirates may latfuly conſtics:e 
Feaſt- dais. 


, lib. s. c. 38, Becan, loc. com. 33. ſec. 13. & 15, (4) Mat. 17. 27. & chap. 22,21, Rom. 13. 
5 2, 3, 4, J, 6, 7. Heb. 13.12. 1 Per, 2.17. (b) Precepts 
cumBlantiarum neceſſaria & nes ad [ervands 
explicat. Catechet. part 3. queſt. 96. 


ſure dete / mini iaucs cir- 


rar matia prima vrl ſerundæ Tabula. Ur ſin. 


Taz Szconp Reaſon. They that ſet apart ſpeciail 
times to meditate on the goodneſſe of Gon in Clviſt * 
ang. 


(15) 
and to render thankes for the ſatne, doe that which is law- c) Mr. Perkins 

* full (c) | Comment. on the 

s Galatizns c. 1. v. 24. 

Feftorum veter is Teftamenti gen, quod morale et naturale eſt; abragumm in novo non eſt, ut nemi- 
rum bomo deputet aliquod tempus vitz ſuæ ad vacandum Divinis; ſed ſpecies tamum, qua- 
senus fella illa expreſſo mandato Dei ad certas circumſtantias temporum det erminata et alli gus eran, 

» ſub peccato mortali et e ia damnationi. Hoſpin. de orig. feſt. Chriſtian. c. i. 


But Chriſtian Magiſtrates when they conſtitute Fealt. 
day: s, ſet apart ſpeciall times to meditate on che goodneſſe 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and to render thankes for the 
ſame (d), d) Polan. Syntag. 
Therefore Chriſtian Magiſtrates when they conſtitute — — ans 
Feaſt-dayes, doe that which js lawfull, — — 
Taz TIR D Reaſon. In time of Gods extraordinary, tic, quæſt. 2 p- 494 
Judgements upon a Nation; Chriſtian Magiſtrates may law - 497. & quæſt. S. p. 
fully conſtitute extraordinary daies of ſolemn mourning, or os. Fulk. annot. A- 
Falt-daies (e). ocalyp t. ſect. 6. 


Pt . . of Piery; 
Therefore (by the rule of contraries) in times of Gods ex- —_—_ — AT. 


traordinary bleſſing upon a Nation, Chriſtian Magiſtrates 364, 
may lawfully conſtitute extraordinary dayes of folemne *) Judg. 10. 26: 


thankſgiviog, or Feaſt-dayes. I — Chron. 
Taz Fovk T R Reaſon. That which may be lawfully — — —. f 


obſetved. may b: lawfully ordained. Heſt-4.3. Joel 2.12, 
But Fealt daies may be lawfully obſerved, For our Sa- 15.Mar.6.16,17,18, 
viour kept not onely the legall Feaſts (); but the feaſt of 7 Cor. 7. 5. 4 
Dedication (g) which Judas Maccabeus inſtituted (). The 1) John —_—_— 
Apoſtles allo obſerved Feaſt-daies (i); and Saint Paal faith, 5) Job 15.2727. 
That he haFtedif it Were poſſible for him to be at Jeraſalem the 5 1 Maccab, 4. = 
day of Pentecoſt (C, And in another place, / muſt by all i) Ac 2.1, 1 Cor. 


meanes keep this Feaſt that commeth in Jeruſalem(1), 16,8, 
Therefore Fealt-daics may be lawfully ordained.” Dam x, ? ; 
. ＋ 95. 
Ads 18, 21. 


Seeing then that Chriſtian Magiſtrates may juſtly and law- 
fully oonſtitute Fealt daies, it followes undeniably that they 
may require obgdience unto ſuch conſtitutions : for they are the 
Miniſters of God, and beare not the ſword in vaine (m). Tea 
we mult needs be ſubject, not onely for wrath, but alſo for Con- 
ſcience ſake, Men are bound by God in their Conſciences ¶ ſaith 

| 4 IS Ameſins ) 


+ (16) | 
b) e lege! Amefirs) 160bſarur the juft hover of men in a juſt mam (1). 
1 5 2 The neglif — is an offence to God o | 

homintes in mfc, ſuk 2 Des. Amtl. eaſconſc. lib. i. cap. 2. (byMenon legum obedientia neceſſa- 
- — — 7 offenſe Dei neglegitur propicy ipſum mana Magifratuum,Utrhin.c xplicar. 


Here three ObjeRions are commonly brought, 


Tan Fix sT Objection is taken: out of the words of 

Saint Paul to the Galatians ; After that ye have known Cod, 

(faith he) or rather are knoWne of God, how turns ye again to 

the weaks and beg gavly elements, wherennto you deſire agains to 

be in bondage ? ye obſerve dies and — "and — and 

„ ee  Jearts;] am raid ef you, le I haus beſtowed upon you labour 

0 14e, 1. ii vains (ec). 2 Apoſtle ſeames to condemne the 
obſervation of all daies whatſoever. 

Taz Anſwer, Theſe words muſt not be underſtood in 

a) A488 2076 ſo large a ſenſe; for then the Apoſtle ſnould condemae 

x Cor. 5.8. & 16.8. himſelfe in obſerving Feaſt: (d), and alſo all good Chri- 

e) Rom, 14, 6. ſtians in obſerving daies unte the Lord ſe); which were im- 

ES pious to imagine, and implies a contradiction: But (as 

Awgnſtine, Ferome, T heedoret, Bruno, Z anchy,and others ex- 

_ _ place) he reptoveth — for obſerving 

EL” _ Cajes that 7ewiſh ſuperſtions manner (f), giving reve- 

Lhe, my Go u rence unto ade 2), as if they had beene expteſly com- 

ad Adamant. cap.16, Mmanded by God; whereby they brought themſelves under 

T headoret, Bruno ghe Law, and were entangled againe With the yoke of bon. 


—— PER dage (b). 


ati ſuns dies feſti, ſed tantum ex parte, quatenua * Tſraclivice pra- 
2 og tags 4. — diebus — 3-4. —_ = J. ſect. = 
) Nos non Emilie obſervamm : non enim catendas eolimms, nes r illi in luxuris ( 
gl, ſed in fteriiure atima opalamur, Hieron. in Epiſt. ad Galat. c. 4. () Galat. 4. 21. & 5.1. 
Tas SES cO D Objection is, That the Magiſtrates 

power of making things indifferent to become neceffary, 

| - deſtroyes Chriſtian liberty, ia Which-we are commanded by 
Sur: ne . 


Tun Anſwer, Nerefg is two. fold; External, Inornad. 


v5, | aur, 


| (17) 
The Magiſtrates power neither does nor can make things = 
indifferent to become abſolutely neceſſary in themſelves : * og 
For that were to deffroy the liberty WhereWith Chrift hath 
made ui free (a), But the Magiſtrates power makes things «)A&s f 5.9, to, tx. 
indifferent to be neceſſary in reſpeR of external neceſſity, Rom. 14. 14.1 Cor. j. 
fer the avoiding of the conterupt of authority, and for the ſban- 2 3 5 
ning of ſcandall or offence (C). And in this, our Chriſtian Li- 3 Maſter Perkins © 
betty does net conſiſt; For in all things indifferent God Comment. on the 
commands us to yeild obedience unto the Magiſtrate (c). Galat. Cap. 1. 
Mars,. 
generall controverſie, q. 7. page 495. Becan. loc. Commun. 33. SeR. 15. — ſees! 
dali & contemptua ratione. Hoſpin. , de orig, Feſt, Chriſtian. c.. Wolleb. Theol. Chriſtiane 
I. 2. c. 7. Sect. 14. 8 Actions indifferent in the caſe of offence, ceaſe to be indifferent, and 
come under ſome Commandment of the Morall Law. Perkins caſes of Con ſ. l. i. c. 5. Sect. j. 
Tus TH1KD Objection. Feaſt-daies are Holy-daies(d): 4) In the end of the 
But no Magiſtrates can make Holy.daies : (becauſe to fan- 5-2lender before the 
Alifie daies or make them holy, i the priviledge of Gods p,, Ons 
power(e), Therefore no Magiſtrate can make Fealt-daies, ;) Perth Aſſembly 
Taz Anſwer, Tis true; no Magiſtrites can ſo ſunctifie refuted, p.66,67, 68. 
daies unto holy nſes, as to impoſe thens upon the Church neceſe f) Compare Gen. . 2 
ſarily and perpetnally to be obſerved of all and every Chriſtian, 3 — — 1 
under Pain of damnation of ſon and body: Fot this i the pridlnn : = Tit» 
ledge of Gods power. f). But Chriſtian Magiſtrates, in their o 
Dominion: have authority from God to ſanctifie or appoint 
days unto holy uſes, ſo that the ſnare of abſolute neceſſity be not 
laid upon mens conſciences (g). Wherefore Fealt-daics are 
Holy - daiet, not in themſelves, (by a quality of bolineſſe iubo- oy 
rent, and under the Paine of the great curſe (h) to be obſerved, . 
as the Papilts fondly imagine (i) but in reſpect of their ) Mode n, 


holy uſe. In which ſenſe alſo, the Temple, the Water in Ba- abſotue 1 is: 
priſme, the Bread and Wine at the Communion, are often cal- tr Care 
led holy (&). | * Rianz: ibidem. 


bard deu iow, Gal. 1. 8, 9. (j) Concil, Trident, Seſſ. 7. Can. 13. Bellarm. cap. 10. 
. 2, Apoc. 1. Sect. 6. Rhemiſt. ect. 6. (4) Auguſt. queſt. 57. Levit. 
FF Moral. Reg, 30. Urkin, — quæſt. — & fue. 8 Wills 
Synopſ. pag 1, 6 he” ap 
Thus much for the —— We come _ unto — 
ſecond, (to wir, Tha 1h1 {harch of England doth ape juſt 
and good grounds celebrate the Nativity aur Lord on the 25 


(18) 
day of December) which will evidently appeare, when the 
fotementioned particulars are diſcuſſed and proved. 


— 


SECTIONTIII. 
The ſeverall names and titles of this Feaſt, 


(a) 771 $parn ©cds Hs and excellent were the titles which the Chriſtian 
arαανονẽ,ĩ i e- Churches gave unto this Feaſt. 

vgs. The Greck or Eiſterne Church called it, 1. ©:024v:a, vel 
Greg Naz. Orat. 38. Soęayla Gods appearing ; becauſe God appeared unto men 


— — by tbe Nativity (a); or (to uſe the Apoſtles Phraſe) God Was 


b) Outs pared n manifeſted in the fl:ſp (b). . n i 

2 gag Tim. 316 2. Eriedria, (e) THE. appearing xa] iF implying 
) Naz Ol at. in 8s. that this appearing excelled all other whatſoever. But here 
Lumin. Chryſoſt. two things are worthy to be noted : The one is, that the 
Hom. de Epiph Do. Churches in Egypr,becauſe they celebrated Chrifts Birth and 
Jr — > alſo bi; m_——_— upon one and the ſame day, called both 
— appel thoſe Fealts promiſcuouſly, Epiphania (4). The other is, 
tionen accommoderum That the Moderne Churches have through uſe and cu'tome 
in &Egypio fuiſſe ad of ſpeech, reltrained the word Epiphany, unto the Feaſt 
diem nasal Domini 0- commonly called, Twelfth day: which is celebrated in me- 
feudiuu : quo nomine Te a . 

et diem Baptiſn4 cha moty of the mĩraculous appearing of a Starre (e); by the lea 
{ti nuncuparent et ding Whereof, God did manifeſt his onely begotten Sonne 10 the 
urrumgz femul die ſo: Gentiles (f). 


— — 3. Tired ia 3 cal (8) The Birth dey of THE Sa- 


Beroald.ch:0, l. Kc. 2. ver. | | 

* * — 3 5 4. H fog] uiyio ©, x, racor off ie une νν,0 h); The 
cie©-, Mat. 2.7, Creater Feaſt, and the Mother or chief of all Feaſts. 

J) See the Collect, The Latine or Weſterne Church called it, 1. Dies Nats: 
Epiſt'e and Goſpel vitatis (i) The day of IHE Nativity, by way of emineacie 
for the Feaſt of ce. and dignity. 5 . | 

N G 8 2. Luminaria, the Feaſt of light, becauſe they uſed mary 
7 ) Chryſolt. 6 Lights and Candles at this Feaſt ; or rather, beczuſe Cbriſt, 
Panegyr. in 8. the light of all lights, hat true light (A) then came into the 
Philogonium. Wei © 00 fo 0 V7 oli, fü Cries greets 
jar Serm. 12513, g. Dies natalis Darment ( we Natalitia. Demini, The 
) John 1.5. 9. Birth ga of any Lord.” STE Rn 1 1270 

4) Hicros, Tom.9.82 | The 


(19) 

The Church of £»gland, as (he is ſeated in the Weſt; ſo 
ſhe imitates che Latine, (iyling this Fealt Chrifts Birth day, Nom . Hom.1 
The Nativity of Chriſt, or Chriſtma day (1). The fignifica- See Pn per =_ 
tion of which word, Cbrifmas,becauſe the name is by ſome Leſſons in the Booke 
much excepted againſt, we ſhall brie fly unfold, of Common Prayer. 

The word Maſſe without all que ſtion comes from the C 
Latine word Mifſ«: but whether 34a be derived from — od * 
the Hebrew tongue, or be a Latine word corrupted, is no c) Da- 3 D 
ſmall controvetſie (6). Oblationem ſpomenc ã. 

They that derive Aiſa from the Hebrew; conceive that Deut. 16. 10. 
ie comes from N72 ſab, which ſignifies an oblation or of- Tord rulua hic 
fering (c); and is framed by adding che letter 53 unto the comefuntur ; (t po- 
end of DN a word ſignifying Perſonal ſervice or tribute (d). — 

They that account Miſſa to be a Latine word corrupted, tica ſubjititur. Con- 
conceive that the Fathers uſed it in ſtead of MA., which ſule Varabli Annot. 
ſignifies a ſending away: For in antient times when the Li. & — Gene- 
turgy or Publique ſervice was ended (e), and the Commu- AK; : 
2 addreſſed the mſelves to be —— of the Lords 5 — ah 
Supper, it was a cultome (as it is unto this day) to ſend away e) Poſt nn 
the younger ſort, ſuch as were not yet fully inſtructed and publicem. Uchn, Ex- 
Catechiſed (F/. Hence it came to paſſe, that AMiſſa was taken Plicat. Catechr. 
for, and ſignified the Lords Super; and fo a ſacriſice, an ob. queſt, 75. ſect. 1. 
lation or offering. 1. Becauſe the Lords Supper is an Euchari. 2 c. piſt lib 5, 

| ” epiſt. 33. Fit Miſs: . 
Nicall ſacriſice; being a ſole mne remembrance and celebrati- Carethuments. Aus. dc 
on of the propitiatoty ſacrifice of Chriſt, 2. Becauſe in the Temp Serm. 237. .» 
Lords Supper we preſent our bodyes « living ſacrifice, koly, ac- E. Nom. 121. 3 
ceptable unto God (g).3.Becauſe when the Lords Supper is ce- * F 3 
lebrated, we offer up almes for the relief of the needy mem- Ebene — | 

- 97 pg * 5a 

bers of Chriſt; which is a kind of ſpitituall ſacriſice (h). biſtiaquadam, quam 

We ſee then however the derivacion of the word. Miſſy DE O *fferimm, be. 
may be diſputed, yet on both ſides it is. agreed, that the ſig · nefaciends cgenk Chri- 
nification thereof is a ſacrifice, an ob lation, or offering. And if Ne a 2 * | 
ſo, why may not the day on which we ſol. mnize. Chriſts i) Sarriffeale opus eff 
Birth, be properly and fitly called ¶ vr iſt mas day; it being a *unciareEvangeitum: 
day ſull of Offerings full of Sacrifices (ih) unto Ari? Oa this O-:ig.in Epiſt. ad 


day we offer np pirituall ſacrifices (k) : we offer ſacrifices of — gale] — 


2 $2407 Set. Nom. 1 f. 16. I um mibi ſacer datum oft predicare et cuumgelicere: has f. 


Jerg oblatiouem, Chryſoſt in Epiſt. ad Rom. Homil. 29. k « Pet. 2. 5. 
C3 ra: 


8) Booke of Homil, ' 


b) Bucan. loc. com. 48. 


tanqaam priori exege - 


— 


| — r 
| fp (a) wa offer ſarrifice: of thankegiving (b); we offer ſa: 
a) Heb. 13-15; ifices of joy (c; we offer ſacrifices of righteenſneſſe (d) ; and 
. — — W an ada bir. us, With ſuch lar e 10 dale, 
Amos 4. 5. (e) Pal, 27. 6. (d) Deut. 33+ 19. Plal. 4. 5, & 5L 19. ſe) Heb. 13. 16. 


Ss Tom IV. 
That the Feaſt of the Nativity « grounded upon the Scriptures, 


n 4 well the Old 2 the New Teſtament 
3 ntl; rth the great eltceme we ought to 
2 "Upon have of the Birth day of Chriſt. 

Text read Go o promiſed tha dy, when He [#1 unto the Serpent, 
Biſhop Andrews The ſeed of the woman ſhall bruiſe thy bead (1), : 
Serm. and the Anno- Thy patriarch Abrabam (faith our Saviour) rejoyced to ſee 


. — the Aﬀſem- ,. , 
2) Gen.49.10 he Patriarch Jacob foretold this dey, ſaying, The Scepter 


oft praftantior alia. beare a Sonne, and ſhall call his name Immanuel A). Nay, ſo 
Hoſpin. de orig. Feſt, raviſhed is he with the conſideration thereof, that he re- 
Chriltian. c3p+ 3» joyces with the Church, 2s if the de of Chriſt: Birch were 
Hens. den come: The People (faith he) that Walked in darkpeſſe 
Zech. 3. 8.10. have ſeen a great ”"_ that dwell in the land of the ſhadeW 

þ be ſpined. They joy before thee, accore 


b) Iſa. 2-4. & 9.67 ,8. & 11.6, 7, 8, 6, to. Paul. Oroſ. lib. s. c. SITY 
Ss 
Hit. in Caro: Melandt. ba, ge 3. Mon. p. 47% Fuoc,Chro.fol. 31. Genebr. Chro. p. 7? . | 


— 


v 


— 


day came, men and Angels were filled with nnſpeakable joy 22515. Gal. 4. 4+ 


ſuddenly there wa With the Angel a multitude of the heavenly auen im en 


(31) | | 
This day the Apoſile enlls tio fiulneſſe of im zu ben the i) 72 He vo . 


and sdmiration. Bs #0 LD, ( the A. gel of the Lord mme e of iden Bf 
the Shepherds) I bring you good tydings of great joy which ſhall — — — 
be unto all people, For anto — 2. Dax, in the Cuy & gun ef advenem 
of David, a Saviour which u CHAIST Tus Lon D. And Domini, in ſenioribus 


hoſt praifng God, and ſajing,Glory to God in the higheſt, and on 
earth peace, good will tamardi men ( k). in ** 

z lenken elend venife, _— alum, & intra ho- 
— credentss in cum qui en — — aire Herel.L3.cap. 25, k Luke 
2,10,11,7T3,14, . 

Having then the Patrierchs, Prophets the people of God, 

and the very Angels themſelves for an example of our re- 
joxcing ut the day of Chrilts Birth : it is agreeable to the 
Word of Gop, and manifeſtly grounded thereon, that the 
Fea or of eur Saviours Birth, ſhould be celebrated 
withall poſſible joy and publique thankſgiving unto God. 


; SECT10ONYV, 
That this Foa was duly celebrated by the Chriftians in all 
ages ; and is approved by all Refarmed Churches. 


JD we cannot with ſome (a) peremptorily affirm, 2) Perbibom, Apoflce 
that the Fraft of the Nativity was kept by the Apoſtles, 4% uu omnes iti d 
yer will we not with others(6) obſtinately deny it: Becauſe 2, falten wo "ore. 
the Apoſtles and other Chriſtians, as they uſed other things in pinem nere dif- 
different, ſo —_— rely uſed Frafts (e), and might in pro · peregiſes myfteris,ſacri 
bability uſe this; it being a Feaſt obſerved in the times of «ſent, ; opud poſte< 
the Apoſtles, For CL:nmanr , a glorious Martyr of — — 
Clriſt peſiu, whom S. Pax reckons (4) amongſt his felow ,,,, gala. 
quamdin ui gem. 
Cujuſmodi ſumt dier Dominici, Nualn, We. Polyd. Virgil. de invent. rerum · lib. * 8. 
d) Perth 4fembly reſmed, Pay. 79, do. (c) Apoſtolic alii Chrifliani, us alilt rebus adi, . 
3 — ſunt, Magdeb. Centur. lib. 1. cap. 6, (4) As Euſcbius aich, Ecgleſ,. 


[abonrers 


(22) 
labour ers in the GofFell, Whoſe names are in the Bookes 4 

e) Phil. 4. 32 life (e )' writes thus unto the Chriſtian Church; Brerhrew 

* Dics Fell! aue þeepe diligently Feaſt dayes, and traly inthe FI RSI place the 

ratres, ac primum qui- A. | 7 

dem Die "N — day of Chrifts Birth (f ). 3 

Clement. Conſt. Apoſt lib. 5. cap. 12. This Author is cited by Mr. Lo, in his Sundoy Sab- 

bath, pag. 167. and by Mr. R Byficid, in his Doffrine of the Sabbath, pag. 150. and by Doctor 

Toung ia Dics Dominica, pag. $2. and he is the onely Author cited by them for the Lords day 

in chi, fic Age. Why ſhould any giudge us the ſame Liberty? 


In the ſecond age. 
From the yeate 100, unto 200. 

Y Statutum eft, Ade TB ILESPH Rus, in his Decretall Epiſtie faith (g) IA 
fade Narivilaib Do- ordained that in the boly night of the Nativity of our Lord and 
— et —— Saviour, they doe celebrate Publique Church ſervices, and in 
— tis them ſolemnly ſing the Angels Hymne, becauſe alſo the ſame 
ſelemniter decament, night he was declared unte the Shepherds by an Angel, as the 
quoniam es eadem truth it ſelfe doth witneſſe (h). 

_—_ Angelo = TnBOHITus Blhopof Ceſarea in Paleſtine, ſaith, that 
— refte þ e OuGHr te celebrate the Birth-day of our Lord, on What 
tur.Teleſph Epiſt. de- 4 ſecver the 25. of December ſhall happen (i). 

— On. In the third age. 

pag. 117. From the yeare 200. unto 300. 

2 — 2. 6. un CypRIAN begins his Treati/e on the Nativity in this 
i) Domini num manner; The much wiſhed for, and long expected Nativity of 
quocungue die 8. Ca- ( hriſt is come, the famous Solemnity is come; and inthe pre- 
lcnd.Fan,venerit, de ſence of her Saviour the holy Church throughout the World does 
— celebrare. Mag- render thanks and praiſes unto her Viſitour (x). From which 

eb. ;enrure2.cap.5.. words it doth molt evident! faith learned Z 
Holpin. de orig. Feſt, Words it Goth molt evidently appeare, (ſaith learned Zan- 
Chriſt, Menſ. De-. ch) T hat the day of Chriſts Birth had been a Solemne Feſti- 
cemb. die 25. Theoph. wall to the whole Church, and was AC CUSTOMED to be kept 
2 by _ 4 - Holy, before that time. 

Demonſtrat. of the In the fourth age. 

Probleme, p. 597. From the yeare 320. unto 400. 

k) rAdeft (brifti mul At N1COMED ! A (a City of Buhinia) When the Fifti- 
nun defiderata et du wall day of (hriſts Birth came, and a multitude of Chri- 


— ry wg ftians of all ages, had aſſembled together in the Temple to 


chia; et in præſentia Saluatork gratts et laudes viß tatori ſuo per orbem terrarum ſana reddit Ec 
clefie. Cypr. de nativit. Chiti, Lom. 3. Approved by Z auch in 4. ptæcept. q. 2. The. 2. and 
Mr, Perkins dd. Il. p. 492. * Vid. Zancb. ibid. 5 


celtbrate 


(23) 
celebrate that Birth: day, Diocleſian the Tyrant having gotten ; 
ai it were a fit time, and an advantageous occaſion, whereby 

he might accompliſh his madueſſe and fury, ſent men ' 


thither to incloſe the Temple, and to ſet it on fire round 1) Apud Nicomedion 


about; and ſo conſumed them all to aſves,even wendy thouſand Jun nta Chriſti 
perſons (1). ie feſtus adeſſet dies, et 


multituds ætatis om - 


nit, que Chriſi nomine cenſetur, in Tempio Natalem eum ceicbratura convcniſſes, Dicclepanus tyran 


vcluti opportunum tempus et am nackut, ; furorem 
alinglere , miſit es qui — clauderent et i — ——— omnes — 
millium numerum explentes in cirerem redegit. Niceph. Hiſt. Eccleſ. l. 7 c 6, 
BAs TT the Great, hath left us one Sermon which he * Baſil. Mag. Tom. r. 
preached on Chriſts Birth. day. Fol. 466. 
NziAu z Ex in an Oration pos the day of Chriſts Na- 
tivity, ſaith, I am confident that the heavenly powers doe alſo m) — 
thus preſent day celebrate the Feaſt together, and ltap exeeding* mul Feftumcelebrare © 
ly for joy; if verily they be endued with the love of Gon and it latitia geſtire con- 
men (m). nde, þ qaidem bomi- 
AMBROS = hath left us ſixe moſt Divine Sermons which — ons 2 
he preached on the Anniverſary day of Chriſts Birth (n). Orat-38. * 
Er IP HAN ius recordeth this day among the ſolemne Feaſts n) Ambr.Serm.12, 
of the ¶ atholique Church (0). T3,14,15,16,17, 
His ROM E faith,that the day kept in memory of our Lords — _ 
=P is the day on which the ancient report runnes he Was Sent — — 
a cubel et Apoft. 
VALENTINIAN, Emperour of the Weſt, Tyz 000. — (445 
sivs the Great, and his ſonne Ax capivs, Emperours Trg. 


of the Eiſt, by Imperiall decrees authorized the Feaſt of the p)Pier, — 


Nativity (q). —_— 
In the fifth age. | 552985 Zabo, quo- 

From the year 400. unto 500, ted by Willet in bis 

Cuxrsos ron hath one Homily or Sermon on the r 
day of Chriſt: Birth r). Ma x 1 uus Biſhop of Tours in France i 4508 * 


hath fix (/). Lx o the Great, hath ten (1). CR 18O Lo- opera, poſt expolic. * 


ous one (a). FuL GENT1us one (x), Hitherto are the cap. 1. Lucæ. 
daies of the Pure and Apo ſtoliqus Church (y). Y Vid Homil Hye- 
malis Maximi Epiſc. 


Turonenſ. (t) Leo. Mag. in ſolemnit. Nativ. Dom. (u) Chtyſol. ſect. 17 2. (x) Fulgent. Hom. l. 7. 
y) Ecclefie Apoftolice nomine intelligo, uſqi tempors Gelaſs Epiſc. Rem. An. Dom. 495. Zancb. in 4. 
præcept. Theſ. a de dich feſtis. =. 
D Now 


— . 
— ” ES 2 


4 : "FS. 
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. 
dj Fuſtin Emperonr No that the Birth dey of (riſt was duly ſolemnized 
or he _ about the from the firſt 500, yeares downward (=), even to the times 
au one the Of Reformation, is us cleare asthe Sunne at noon day (4) : 
Feaſt of the holy And therefore we ſhall omit the proofe thereof (eſteeming 
Nativity of Chriſt jt no lefſe ridiculous then unproſitable, to infilt on that 
ſhould be obſerved. which no man denies)and ode direct unto the Reformed 
— Hf. Ecdef. l. Churches, whole judgement and practice in this particular, 
— Magdeburg We (hall faithfully deliver; that the mouches of all ſuch may 
Centriatouis in e- be ſtopt, who nnJer a falſe and vaine pretence of ſeeking ax 
very Cencury,c.6. Dniformity in Diſcipline with other Reformed Churches (b), 
Penh Aembly doe de fame and endeavour to ſuppreſſe the moſt antient 
— 57 80, and commendable obſervation of this and all other Feaſt- 
tefated, pag. 8, 86. 
dayes whatſoever. 

The Churches of HELVETIA, or Switzer-land, Wee 
(lay they) give no Way at all to Jaxiſh obſervances and ſuper- 
ſlitiont; for We believe not, that one day in more holy then ano- 
ther ʒ but We celebrate the Lords day, not the ſabbath, freely 
and unconſtrained. And theſa Churches we exceeding ly approve 
of, which according to Chriſtian liberty, doe religiouſly cele- 
brate the memory of our Lords Nativity,Circmmeifion,Concep- 
tion, Paſſion, Reſurreflion, «Aſcenſion into Heaven, and the 
c) Harmon. Conf c. ſending dene of the Holy Ghoſt upon bis Duſcipies ( c). 
dect. 16. Confeſ. Hel- The Churches of BonEMIAEH. any of the ancient Ceres 
vet. poſter. c. 24. monies (lay they) and ſuch as Were broubgt in by cuſtome, ſo 

neare may be, are retained among us even at this day :of this 
ſort be certaine dais appointed for Feaſt-daies and Holy daie r; 
d) Confeſ.ofBobemia, as the Lords day, the Nativity of (rift, & c. (d) 
r The Church of BREMEN keepes the Feſtivall day of 
— — * Chriſt Birth (e). 
= Palms — * be Church of AvspvRG. As for u we teach that theſe 
by Anbr. Lobwaſſer. | traditions are not to be condemned, which command nothing a 
f, Conf. of Aufpug, gainft the Lawes of God, and have acivil uſe and end; namely, 
2 gunliy a $4þ. Jarl e ordained to thut end, that things might be done or- 
6/7 yo . deli is the ( hc l. Of which ſart are the traditions about Holy« 
* Dr, Rainolis conf, daier, the Lords da, tha Nativity, &c. (f) 
wich Hart. c. 8. d. 2. The Churches of Sa vor, Por Ax D, HVR GAR, 
Vid Harm. Conf. $ooT.LAND\(g)FRANCE. avd Tus Lou-Couz TIB 2, 
— Confeſ- 4, allo the F eaſts that bilong to Clriſt; his Nativity, Cir- 
MIR cumciſion, Paſſion, c. * The 


(25) 

The Churches of DENMARK, Swz DE x, and all other | 
LuTHERAN Churches, doc ſolemnly obſerve the Feaſt — rk 
of the Nativity of Chrift, and on that day uſe proper nn uf Di Mar. 
Hymnes of thanksgiving, made by CMartin Lather him- wn Luther, commonly 


ſelfe (g). of 4 uſed in their Chuc- 
The Chur ENEVA, det celebrate the day of the cher. 
Nang fed. —— 


In FERAN c thew moſt notable Preachers give the Com- a 
munion on that day; as did alſs the — Primitive 2 — Mar 
Churc he — own the world (i), So didthe SCOTTISH — — 
Church alſo for 800. yeers after Chrift before ever it Was polu. gn Dame; 
ted with Popery (K). 4 * NY — — 

Zui x G Iius, Rector of the Church of Zurich, ac- — Jeter mintitur, quo 
counts the Birth da of our Lord amongſt thoſe Holy-dayes, nun offeratur alibi Sab. 
which he would have obſerved (J). baro canta et Domi. 

ZANCHY, Profeſſour of Divinity in the Univerſity of 0 oe ge” — 
Heydelberg & an eminent Father of the Proteſtant Church, a Hujuſmodi — 
expreſly affi meth, Though the Church of Cly ſt be at li. verti poreſt, tot um hoc 
berty to chooſe unto her ſelfe What dayes ſhe ſhould have to he genus rerum liberas ha- 
ſantiified, or ſet apart unto holy uſes ; yet it «© better, more - —_— 
Worthy of praiſe, and more profitable 10 /anttiſie thoſe which the bY See © af 
Ancient the Apoſtol que, and the purer Charch hath alſo acca- Jil: Cowper Biſnop 
ſtomed to ſanttifie ; Nam: ly the day of Chriſts Birth, Paſſion, of Gdlowyy, pag. iz. 


Reſwreftion &c. (m) L) Zuingl. Tom. 1. 
PoLANnus, Profeſſor of Divinity in the Univerſity of —_ A 


Baſil, placeth the Feaſt of the Nativity of Chriſt under the in bern 
title of The Anniverſary Feaſts of the New 3 e vets de fb 
he defines to be, Holy times appointed among Chriſtians for 0% 

the Worſhip of God in publique ; That is, For to maintaine the 
conſent of faith omongft themſelves by the preaching of Gods — ev mcf, 
Word, and the uſe of the Sacraments, and With one accord to gust etiam uus args 
Iteld due wor ſhip unto God, in the ſacrifice of thanksgiving, apoſtolice puriorg;Ec< 


l{ Aificare ſolita 
prayers and almes (n). 2 4 — — 2 


talis, Paß ion, ReſurreAionk C hriſt i, &c. Z anch. in 4. præcept. de diebus Feſtis q 2. Thi. 2. & 
ſeqent. Item, in conſeſ. Chriſt. Rel. c. 2 5. ſe. 30. (n) Tempora ſacra culius do — — 
anos deſtinata publice, ad alendum fidei c imer ipſos per pie lic2tionem verb ati et 
uſum Sacremenorem, et exh:bendam un miner cninum Dev de bitum in ſacrifitio graziarum afftionks 
pretum ei eicemoſnarnm. Polan. Jyntag. Theol, I. 9 c. 3 5. 


D2 = Jo ux 


(26) 
) Ex veteribur Eccle= Jon GERHARD Prefeſſor of Divinity in the Univer? 
fe doforibus collegi. ſicy of Zena, hath gathered together many excellent and 
— — godly ſentencs out of the ancient Fathers for the furthe. 
= — ap; — "  ranceand help of our meditations on the day of Chrifs Na- 
p) Meclench. Annot. fivie (o). 
in die N — And what (hall we more ſay? For the time would faile 
2. Baling. Decad. a. yy to tell of 2elanfton, (y) of Bullinger, (4) of Bucer, (r) of 
— — in Mat. cap: Orin, (i) of Hemingius, (t) of —— (#) of Hookey, 
I 2. loc. de ferũs. (w) of eLudrews, (x) of Boys, ()) of Rainoldi, (S) and ma- 
ſ) An. Trac. The- ny others famous for piety and learning, who by their Ser- 
ol. in 4. P Ecept. mons, Writings, Examples, have juſtified the yeerly Obſer- 
Ie lib. Ho- tion of Chriſts Birthday, 
u)Chytreus in Diſpo- Wherefore ſceing we are com paſſed about with ſo great 
ft. Epiſt. ſub initio. a cloud of witneſſcs, we mult according to the truth af. 
w/)Hook,Eccl.Pol.l.5. fitme, That the Celebration of this Fraſt i con irmed by the 


x apes hams judgement and practice of the Chriſtian Cbarch in all ages. 
y) Bey. on the Feſtiv. 
Epiſt. & Goſpels. 

2) Rainolds Conf. er. VL 


wich Herk,C.8.diviſ.z. That Jon Saviow Was borne on the 25. day of December, 


J): Bucholz Ind. LD Oc the right underſtanding of this Poſition , we muſt 
— 145 T5 — Jalius 5 — 44. _ — the B rth of 
CR {hriſt, (a) obſerviug the falſeneſſe of the Accompe then in 
pn na — uſe, ordained the year to conſiſt of 365. dayes and 6.houres, 
celebratur arqueits Which 6, houtes in 4. yeares made 24. houres, or 2 day 
feftus dies 2 5. differ= Civill, and were added unto the end of February: By 
tur mb ie ſectus 147. reaſon whereof every fourth yeare contained 366. dayes, 
Gf 6 — Mara and was called Annus Biſſextilis, the Biſſextile or Lesp- 
tis dicitur. Vide © yeare, becauſe the ſixth of the Calends of March was twice 
Compendium Pier. written (H). 
Valerian.Bellunenſ. This Accompt for many years ſeemed to have no ſenſible 
3 * errout; (c) yet in progreſſe of time it was diſcovered to 
= fgnorum in 365, be not ſo exactly agreeable with the natural motion of the 
dicbutet quarts unius Sun. For the 7alian yeare exceeding the true Solar yeare 
dici praterrem modirã, 10, minutes and 48. ſ:cconds,canſed the Equiroxes and Sol- 
nullius eſt ſenſibi= ſticos yearely to change [their places and Hye back ſo many 


— * minutes and ſeconds, Whereupon Pope Gregory the _ 


y 


(27) 
by the advice and direQioh of Antonius Lilias, and other 4) Euftach, Phyl. 
excellent Mathemmtitians, in the yeare of Chriſt, 1532, did pane 3 Tres. . de 
correct the Calendar; making the yeare to conſiſt of 365. — Calo, 
dyes, 5 .houres, 49. minutes, 1 2. ſeconds: (4) And that 3 fn. Dea. 325, 
the Vernal Equinexe, which then was on the 11, day of according to Bucbol< 
March, might be reduced unto the 21.0f March,as it was at derus, but 320. or 
the time of the 30 Nicene Councell, (e) be commanded 10. - — to o- 
dayes in the month of Oftober, viz. from the 4. day to the 14.10 f 5m Para in gen 
bf out; ſo as the 4. day of the month was — for the p 0 yy — 
14. day (f). Hence it comes to paſſe, that the new Accompt Ob. 14. prateriri 
is alwayes 10,dayes before the old. des — 2 
But as to the preciſe day of Chriſt Nativity, both Ac- — 1 
compts are erroneous : For if we ſumme up the exceſſe of x; agu’lrum ae 
the Julian yeare (which is, as we (aid, 10. minutes and 48. Soifticiorum dies redu- 
ſeconds) from the time of Auguſtus Ceſar, when our Savi- ce enu¹ ad antiquas 
our was borne, untill the yeare 1643. we (hall finde that 4 meer Jes in 
the Winter Solſtice is gone; back from the 25. day of De- nun S. S. Parres, 
cember, (g) 12, dayes 7, houres, 44. minutes, 2-4. ſeconds : Bucholz. Ind. Chron. 
And therefore the Gregorian Accompt (being grounded on P3g-? 14. . 
the Nicene Counce ll, when as it ſhould have been reduced to — Y — 
the time of Chriſts Nativity) erreth almoſt 2. dayes; but — 2 
the Julian Accompt more then 12. dayes; and which is vigeſmo gquinto decem< 
ſo much worſe, is going every year farther and farther from b era: : quo die naias 
the truth (þ).Nzverthclefſe we grant that the Julias Ac- 4 I”: 
compt, though it remaine un-reformed, may yet for ſome — Sehr. 
hundred of yeares be uſed without any groſſe and palpable ram, p. 2:4. In the 


diſordering of the times, time of 2 Yor 
Octauian, as Plini 
obſerveth, the ſhorteſt day wag on the 25, of December, on which day Chriſt our Redeemer was 
borne (h). Ni annus aliquando corrigatur futurum olim eſt, ut ſalutk nofire natalitiis dies, qui 
brumales olim erant, in veruum tempus inuadam, Paſcha in atatem. Valet. Bellunen , da.]. 


Having now laid open, wherein and why theſe Accompts i) Vide Calend. Ju- 


differ, as alſo how they may with eaſe be reduced unto the — pac 


jult and exact day of (briſts Nativity ; we proceed to the nal. Rccſeſ. ſub finem. 


proofe of that wherein both Accompts agree, (i) to wit, That Geneby. Chron. lib. 35 


C kriſt was borne on the 25 day of December, which we ſhall N Gualterius . 
evidence by the clcer teſtimonies of the Fathers and other h — — a . : 
approved Writers, Ancient and Moderne. Gerden Leſmer Cbr. 

D 3 AMBROSE Tom. a inAppat. c. 4. 


(28) 
a) Oceupaveres tor = AU BROS u his on is divine & elegant; / h) Langth 
"ge noetium lng f nig bes bad poſſe ſedthe whole day, bad not the counning of 
£ — —— Chriit ſhined glæ ion ſiy in the very ſhortneſſe of dayer: Whe, as 
vt ortu ſuo humani ge- day of bis Nativity he cut off the dar kneſſe of night ; and by one 
nerk peccatorum tcue- and the ſame viſing brought light as wel to men as days. Whence 
— * uf by tit us no nervaile if the day increaſeth, which is clothed with a 
ES double ſplendour of brightneſſe. 

amputavit, et uno eq» AUGUSTINE faith (I) eh Was borne as the ¶ hurch by 
demgue ortu lucem p44 tradition teaches, 01 the 24 day of June, even When the days 
m n — boni- begin to ſborten, (m) but our Lo D was borne on the 25 dy of 
— — December even when the dayes beging to lengthen. Hear John 
lier, qui genins fulgo- himſelfe confeſſing; He muſt increaſe, but I maſt decreaſe (n). 
ris ſpleudore veſſiur. CHRY SOSTOME, that wiſe Interpreter of the ſeerets of 
G od, the eye of the ¶ hurch in Byzantium (now called Con- 
cut rradit Ecoleſa, ſtantinople) and of all other Churches (o) after an inquiſite 
Ofauo Calendas Fuiis debate of this point, concludeth thus. Chriſt, Who at the 


autem nabus Octaus 
— incipiuns remained for him ſix months more; which ſix months are from 


ercſcere. Audi ipſum the 24. of June unte the 25. of December. And when nine 


cere, me autem mi- 
nui. Auguſt. in Pſal, 13 2. & de Trin. lib. 3. c. 7. m According to the true accompt; from 
which the Julian hach valued more then 10. dayes, as we ſhewed before. n John 3. 30. 
(0)'O 54 Oi dure, copds VaophTY Twdrres, 5 Th; ty BU Curhnoias vj 
ard ang d l. Iſid. Pe luſiota. lib. t. Epiſt. 156. p Chriftue qui in nativitate Toamis jam 
trium men um incorruptæ vulve fuerat conceptus, ſupererant ei, ut et ipſe ſecundum bumanum nati- 
vitatem ſuppleret menſes novem, alii menſes ſex, qui nunc eſt Odauo ( ulendas Iulia: in Odauo Ca- 
lendas Iauuaris ſunt menſes ſex. Quibas ſuppici novem menſi bus, initiante decimo Chr iſtus mundo 
nau eft, Vide Chryſoſt.expoſ cap, 2. Lucæ. 
Oros ius ſaith, Chviſt was born on the 25.day of Decemb · 
q) Nass eſt Chriflus when all encreaſes of the enſuing yeer do firſt begin (q). 
VIII. Kelend Ia. BERNARD faith, Chriſt was born in winter he was born in 
arii 0 m . . 0 . . 5 
arii, quand — the night ( 1. And — ＋ begins his _ nay — 
_ — — mon preached on that day, Great truly (my mol belove 


P.Oroſ-lib.7.cap.2, r Hieme natus eſt, notte natus eſt Cbriſtus. Bern. in Nat, Dom. Serm. 3. 
Brethren) 


(19) 
Brethren) i this dayes Solanmnity of onv Lords Birth ; but the 
foortne ſſe of the day confirames to ſtarten my Sermon : Nor let 
any one marvaile that my words are brief, fimce on 
this day GOD the Father did abreviate the Eternall 
Wor D, | 
BR a, tiled, The Yowerable, n man renowned for his 
great knowledge in Antiquities, and very skilfull in the cal- 
culation of times, aſſerteth poſitively, Th the Nativity of 
aur Saviour 7iſus Chriſt "was on the 25. day of Decer- 
. Beda. Tom. t. 
N1CcEPHoORUS faith, () It war they the 25. day of De. in Ephemer. Mend, 
cember ; when, O tba Won p Os God, the un peak * A 
able myſtery of thy geadueſſe and love towards mankind, and — orgy 
5 — great myſtery of thy m une birth was accom- erat dies, quam ineſſa-· 
Bed. bile pietath et amoris 
: CHEMNITIUS faith, 7; & the common opmion that the 15 , *rga genus bumanum 
day of December ful be ballowrd for a remembrance of the —ä— | 
day of the Lords Nativit . — — 
GENEBRARD hath ſhewed ow of thir ohn Ac- tur myſteriom. Ni- 
compts and Kalenders, that the Eryptian and Greek Camp. ceph Hiſt Feclel. 
ches did celebrate the Birth-day of Chrift as we de, on \ib.catun2. 
the 25. day of December (#) : So did the Arabian, Perfuen, f. io ef, 
and Syriack Churches, as learned Maſter Gregory hath ful. eſſe memories Naalis 
ly proved (w). Domini ſacy am. 
And though concerning this matter the Scriptures have Cbem. Harm Evang; 
g v n no peremptory determination, (for then diſpute were _ "Y 
impious, and tradition needleſſe) yet fo farre are they from Cron. 1p. 266, 
being repugnant, that upon a judicious examination they 267. 
will appearet9 be very conſonant thereunto, w See his Notes avd 
When our Saviowr was Baptized of aba, be began to be Obſervatons;chap-34, 
about thirty yeers of age, faith Saint Luke (x ). Had he onely 
ſaid, he was abut thirty years, we might have conceived him 
to have been as well ſomwhat more as-leſſe : but by adding 
theſe words, He began to be, the Evangeliſt implyes that he 
was not yet full thirty years, and yet he wanted but lictle, 
perhaps one day or two; for he was well nigh, be B&-G-a 16. 
(laith he) 10 be about thirty years of age. And indeed the en- 
tring into his Miniltry at the time of his Baptifſme (which 
| all: 


* Luk. 3. 21 22, 


5 — 


(36) * 
Y Brroald.Chron: all men grant hee did) (0) is 2 ſufficient proofe that he 
13. eap. 1. Chemnit. wanted = little and ao conſiderable time of being T b5rey 


Harm.Evangel.in ears old (2). 
Prolegom. c. 3. K Po- J | : : 
lan. Syntag. Theol. l. 6. c. 57 Becan. Loa ommun. 47. ſect. 37. T N umb. 4.23. 30. 47. Siguis 
rrigints ætati m non_impleverit, nullo modo prechyter ordinerur, etiam ſs valde ft dignus ; quis 
& ipſe dominus triceß mo amo bqptic tus eſt, et cepit ducere.Mart-Brach.lib.can.Grec.c.20, 


After his Baptiſme immediately the Firit driveth him into 
4) Mark 1. 12 tht wilder neſſe (2). And though beyond Perdan (b) there 


b) John 1. 28. were many W. ilderneſſes at hand, yet let us admit for his 
t) Ma. 4 1, 1. journey 5 dayes. 
Mark 1. 13. 5 , , 
Likes, > He war there in the Wildermtſſe (e). 40 dyes. 
Whemthoſe dayes were ended the Devil taketh him up into 
the holy City, and ſetteth him on a pinacli of the Temple: Af- 
8 terwards, taketh bim up into an exceeding hugh mount ine, and 
ſeweth him all the Kingdomes of the world, and the glory of 
them in a moment of time (d). For which (though for ought 
—— we know theſe temptations might be within the ſpace of 


one day) yet we admit 2 da. 
The Devil having left him, Chriſt returneth unto Betha- 

e) Joh 1. 28. bara beyond Jordan, where Jobn was Bapti xing (e). For which 
let us admit, as we did for his progreſſe 5 da, 

) The firſt day is ex: He was with 70h (f) 3 da. 
preſſed, Joh.1.v.26. The day following, he began his journey towards ( una of 
The ſecond,verat9. Galilee (g); a Town diſtant from Bethabera 66 Engliſh 


by — 43 miles (6). For which let us admit 6 da. 


with chap. 2. 1. (h) According to the deſcriptions of Canaan ſet forth by Mc.Tobn More, and 
Mc,Iobn Speed, which are of all others the exaQeſt. | 

i) John 2. 1. Therewas a marriage in the ſaid ¶ ana (i), after his com- 
ming thither 3 da. 
, And becauſe we read of a marriage · feaſt that /afted ſever 
tr D Juiges 24.10.17. Jayes (x), we ſhall admit that this feaſt alſo, (though pro- 
bably it was not ſo long) lafted 7 da. 
After this marriage feaſt, that i, when this feaſt was ended, 


0 John 2. 12. Chriſt went doi to Caper naum (I); x Town diſtant from 
Cana of Galilee neer 30. Engliſh miles, For which journey 
let us admit 3 da. 

n) John 2. 12, He continued not there many dayes (m): let us grant 6 da. 


Then the ems Paſſeover was at hand, and Jeſm went up to 
ER Jeruſalem 


(31) 
Jeruſalem (n): diſtant from Capernaum, 72. Engliſh miles: 1) John 2.213 
For which journey let us allow | 8. da, ) Compare John 2; 
He was at Zer»ſalem ſome certaine daies before the Feaſt d) — . e 
of the Paſſeover (o): let us admit 4. da. 4 john 72 : 
In all 92, dayes. 5) John 13. r. 
Theſe ſummed up, amount unto 92. dayes, or 3. months; () See the Scriptures 
ſo that (if conjeRures guided by reaſon doe not very much _— _ . 
faile) our Saviour at the firſt Paſſeover after his Baptiſme 7 — job. 19 — 
was 30. yeares old, and about 3. months: At the ſecond u) Offteve Culendes = 
Paſſeover (p) was 31. yeares old, and about 3. months: At Aprith conceptur, 


the third Paſſeover(q)was 3 2.years old, & about 3 months: 


At the fourth Paſſeoverſr) was 33 yeares old, and about 3 
moneths :(s) on the eve whereof he was crucified, which 


quo & pa. Aug. 
de Trin I 4. c. 5. Cen- 
ceptus et paſſu / Cbri- 
ſtus menſe Marti 8. 


the Jewes call the Preparation day; (t) and was the 25 day of Calend. rApritis. 


March (u) Now accompting 92 dayes backward from the 
25 day of March, the Birth-day of our Saviour will fall 
neer the 25 day of December according to the teſtimonies 
of the Fathers and Writers before alledged, and the tradi- 
tion of the Churches of God. 

Howbeit of late there are riſen up a ſort of wild.braind 
Zelots ; who carried on with an earneſt deſite of introdu- 
cing all manner of novelties{whereby the antient and Apo- 

Nelicall Church of England might b: rendred contempti- 
ble) have buzzed ints-the heads of ſome ignorant people, 
that Chriſt was born in the moneth of September, when the 
Sun entring iuto Libra makes the ſecond Equinoctiall. An 
opinion not dreamed of, untill ZBeroaldus publiſhed his 
Chronology : (y) and it is worth our paines to obſerve, how 
well the Maſter and Schollars do agree touching the age of 
our Saviour, 

Beroalidus (aith, that Chriſt lived 32 yeares and a halfe : * 
And by thoſe words of Saint Lake, peſis began to be about 
thirty yeares of age, (2) he underſtands he was almoſt 29. 
yeares old : As if when the Scriptures expreſle about 5000, 
(5) their meaning was, a/moft 4000. But his prime Schollar 
noting the abſurdity of this expoſition, grants Chriſt to be 
30. yeares old at his Baptiſme ; yet by coyning one Paſſeo- 
ver, he out-runs the truth, and makes him to have lived 34. 

E yeares 


Chryſol.Expol.c.t. 
Luce. 

U ſſerius Archiep. 
Armich. de Britan. 
Eccleſ.primordiis.c.! 
y) Anno Dom.1577 
* Certe mortunm illum 
ſuiſſe pro nobis in cruce 
oportet anno Tiberii 18 
tum quum ætatiſ annum 
ageret 33. id eff, quum 
aunos compleviſſer tri- 
ginta duos et dimidi- 
um Beroald. Chro. l. 3. 
c. 8. 

4) Aul3s l le 
dg, reid o 12 


d νE,Ʒ - Luk. 3. 


23. 
b) det r- 


Aldts Jobn 6.10. 


e) wes TRE 


„Ls. ; 
d) Wolph. Chron. l. 1. 


H. broughtons Con- 
ſent of Scripture. 

e) Din. 9. 27. 

f) In dimidiobebdoma- 
dæ ceſſare faciet ſacriſi- 
cium & oblationem. 
Logquituy bic Propbeta 
de ultima bebdomada, 
quam guia deßnit in 
nenſe Niſan, quo peſſus 
c# Dominus, ſi dividas 
in duas partes eguales, 
medietatem ſuam iu an. 
ni quarti menſe Tiſti 
h e. Be- 
roald. chron. l. 4. c. 2. 
g) Heb. 9. 26. & chap. 
7. 18. 19. & chap.8. 
13. Coloſſ. 2. 1 7. 
Sacrificia externa ac 
ita omnia ( hriſtus 
ſus ſacr iſicio tmplevit 
& abregavit. Polan. 
Syn. Theol. l. 9. c. 20. 
Urſin.explic at. cate- 
chet. quæſt. ꝙ 2. ſect.3. 
5 John 19.30, 

1) Mat. 2 7.5 1. Mark 
15.38. John 4.23. 
Velum templi fiun eſt 
in duas partes @ ſum- 
mo uſq; ad imum ut in · 
licaretur abrigaam 
eſſe ypicam ingreßis · 
nem Summi Succr doti 
Levitici in ſandtum 4 
ſanForum & deinteys 
inutilem fore, una cum 


alik teremonis Legalis Ce. 


fecerdotii.Polan,Syn- 
tag, Tbeol. lib. 6.cap. 


18. 
k) The Scriptures 
Harmony, pag. 48. 


(32) 
yeares and a halfe} (c) Others affirme, that he was about 
3. yeares old when he ſuffered : (d) whichexpreſſion does 
beſt pleaſe theſe DoRours; for whether he were 32. and an 
halfe, or 33. and a quarter, or 33. and an halfe;yet ſtill they 
are in the right who ſay, he was about 33. 

And becauſe they cannot produce ſo much as one poore 
ſtumbling Writer for the countenancing of their paradoxes, 
they endexvour to ſubvert the common and Orthodox a- 
pinion by cavils, halfe-reaſont, and forgeries : whereof we 
ſhall here by way of objection, deliver a juſt and exict ca- 
talogue, faithfully collected. 

Taz FI RS r O5j:Rion. In the midſt of the with, he ſhall 
cauſe the ſacrifice and the oblation to ceaſs (e). The Prophet 
fpraketh here of the laſt weeh of theLXX.which if you divide in- 
to two equall parts,you ſhall find the middle of it to be in the ſe- 
venth month of the fourth yeare, becauſi the wetke ends in the 


month Ma R c H,wherein our Lord ſuffered (f). Therefore our 


Saviour was baptized, and conſequently born in September. 
Tas Anſwer. Chriſt may be ſaid to canſe the ſacrifice 
and the oblation to ceaſe, two manner of waics : either by 
way of conſummatiou, or, by Way of preparation. 1. By way of 
conſammation ; and this was not in the midſt, but in the end 
of the laſt week by the ſacrifice of himſelfe (g) itnplyed in 
thoſe words, Conſummatum eft, it is finiſhed ( h); and alſo by 
the vaile of the Temple rent in twaine (i). 2. By way of Pre- 
paration ; and ths was either IMMEDIATL Y by himſelf, 
when he was baptized and entred into his Miniſtry ; being 
neare the midſt (x), but not preciſely in the midſt of the lait 
werke. For by the foregoing particular examination of the 
daies, we have ſufficiently ſhewed, that the time b<tw'x: 
the Baptiſme of Chriſt;and the next Paſſeover, cannot with 
any probability be extended beyond the ſpace of 3. months. 
Oc MEDIATLyY by his fore-runner, herald, and Mien. 
7obn: the Baptiſt, who preaching the Baptiſme of repen- 
tance (, did fo prepare the way of the Loyd, that all /acrifices, 
oblations, Legall rices and ceremonies, were afterwards 
without ſcruple forſaken and abandoned. Hence our Savi. 
our faith, The La and the Prophets Were until Foly(m);and 
thus 


(33) 
thus is the midi of the laſt week Chriſt preparatively by Joby l Mark 1, 2,3545 
cauſed the ſacrifice and the oblation to craſs; For ahn the 7 — 11. 13. 
Bupriſt began to preach in the month Septemb. ſoone after 1,1, Bgld 4ms 
the Feaſt of Trumpets (u). 15. Tiberii Caſ semi - 

8 ant diving excitatus = 
penitentiam predicare incipit , weteris Teflamenti abrogationem inftituro Brin orditur. 
* 2 Chconol. pag. 1 45. (n) Lexit. 2 3. 24. Numb. 29.1. Func. Comment:. in Chro- 
nolog.lib.2, 


Tus Ss conD Objection. John was concerved preſently 
after Z acharias had rxecuted the Prieſts office before GOD in | 
the order uf his courſe(0);who was of the courſe of Abia( p),the *) — t. 8. 23,24. 
eighth conrſe of the Prielit (q): But the eighth courſe of the 5 —_— 
Prieſts fell in the end of Jun; for every courſe continued a 8 
fortnight, and eight fortnights make foure months; which 
four months (accounting from the beginning of Abib, now 
called Ach the firſt month of the year Cr) will end in uns: 0 Exod. 12 
Therefore John was conceived in June; and by conſequence, 8 
not Chriſts Birth, but his Conception (which was fix months Y Luk 
after Jobs (s) mult be in December. Ae 
Tux Anſwer, We grant the Afajor; but the Minor is no. 1) 1 Chron. 9. 2 x, 
toriouſly falſe: For Firſt, The Prieſts courſe was wech, and Joſeph. Antiqu. Jud. 
continued from Sabbath to Sabbath (t). 1.7.6, I, Godwins 
Secondly, It fuppoſeth that the Prieſts courſes and the. 18. _ _ c 
year began together; which is againſt common ſenſs ; for the a gembly of Div. 
there being but 24. courſes. (u) it mult needes be that at the on 1. Chron. 24.9, 
end of the 24. courſe, the firſt began, and ſo could have no *) 1 Chro. 24.18. 
relation to the month or time of the yeare. x) See Pr 
Thirdly,it ſuppoſeth that the month Abib, was wholly the — au * 
ſame with our Auel, which is contrary to all Writers; 4 deus l gie. l. 
who doe at the moſt admit that Abibtooke part of March, „) Millers fx-fold _-- 
and part of April (x); And ſometimes (ſaith #/ilet)it ma be 82 — I 1 
; acharias 2 


a month to make the year agree with the courſe of the Sun (y). — 


miniũlerium oben- 


— 


Nerd 


(34) 


4 | Tus TaurndD Objection. Clemens Alexandrinus wri- 
teth, that they who very curiouſly have ſought after the yeare 
and day of our Lords Birth, have referred it ſome unto the 25. 
o) Eos qui curiofius day of the month of May, ſome unto the 25, day of Aprill (0), 
auum nati Domini & Therefore in his time(p) the day of Chriſts Birth was not 
diem requificrunt, Par- certainly knowne(g). 
tim retuliſſe 4 Tus Anſwer, It this argument be good, then there is 
mum quinrum diem e D f 
menſis cdx. no point either in Divinity or Phyloſopiy certainly knows ; 
gyptiorum-partim rexu- becauſe there is no point which is not through ignorance, 
Fhe ad vigeſmum —wilfulneſle, or an itching affectition of ſingularity by ſome 
quintum diem contradicted; at leaſt queſtioned, Howloever, had theſe 
dafhaubi ſcribit. gy2;ous ſearchers ſhewed us where S. Lake ſaith, that Chriſt 
— = pos was conceivedin the ſixth month of the Legall yeare, we would 
) About the yeare of have concluded with them, that Chriſt was borne either in 
the Lord, 195. May by reckoning from Auguſt excluſively; or in April, by 
q) Beroald. Chron. . 3 · accompting from Auguſt inclufsvely : but there can be no- 
— — Cat thing more certaine then that they are miſtaken. For the 
Ia. Chronolog.c,46 Angel Gabriel does direRtly fay, this i the fixth month (not 
e from the beginning of the year, but) with her, who was called 
7 Luke 36. barren (t); that is, from the conception of John the Baptiſt. 
Nor does ¶ lemens Alexandrinus afford theſe ſearchers any 
more credit then the bare mentioning of their ground leſſa 
phanſies; which truly is more then they deſetved. 
Taz Four TH ObjeRion, J: Was the cuſtome of the 
Church of Alexandria to celebrate the Birth of John Baptiſt, 
at the firſt time when that Solemmity was there brought in, on 
the 23. day of Aprill ; Cyrill reporteth in an Homily upon 
that ſubject. And if John the Baptiſt was borne in April,, 
PIC. Caſaub Exer · then could not Chrift be borne in December, (i there being 
51 — but 6. Months between their births (t). 

236% Taz Anſwer, All the Homilies of Cyrill, uſually ſtyled 
hu twelve Bookes of Comments upon John, ate both by Pro- 
teſtants and Papiſts accounted of very little or no authoriĩ- 

x Perkinſ.prxpar. ty. For, it is certaine that one Jadocus Cliflovers wrote 4. 
ad Demonſtrat. bookes of thoſe twelve, and the reſt are held dubious and 
Problem. Anno much unlikely to be Cyriffs (u). Nor is it probably true, 
ya wy" that the Church of Alexandria ſhonid once celebrate the 
Scriptorum. =" Birtheday of Joby Baptiſt in Aprill; ſecing the — 

— | Churches 


(35) 

Churches (of which the Church of Alex«nd4ris was the — 

chiefe) did ever maintaine that Chriſt was Borne on the 25. day 

of December, a yeerly kept that day Feftivall in memory 

thereof w. Beſides the words here alledged (bs they w Genebr. Chronol. 

Cyrils, or be they not) doe no way impugne us, for in re- - p-266.267, 

gard that the Church of Alexandria fotſook the Obſetva- 1" — 3 Oblerrac 

rion of the 23. of April which at ſirſt they Ovſerved, it is — 

appatant they found themſelves in an errout : And in re- 

gard they afterwards conſtantly celebrated the birth of 7o: 

__ — the 24 —_ —— = — them- | 

ſelves acknowledge,) x it muſt needs be that they judged , x A. ad- 

the Greek and Latine Churches to be in the right. POP I 
Taz FiFTH1 Objection. Bede affirmes, that the Indi- 

ions began on the 24 day of September ſ; and that aur Lord I Incipiunt indifis 

was borne (IndiRione quarta ineunte) when the fourth Indi. ner 4b VIII. Calendas 


— Therefore Chriſt was borne on the 24. day of _ 5 


de ratione T 
Tux Anſwer, Bede does not ſay „our Lord was borne — 


when the fourth Indiction began, but in the fourth Indiftion, i Beroald, Chron, - 
according to Pyoniſſus u; which words are too generall for lib) cap. f-. — 
us to conclude thence the yeare of Chriſts Birth, much leſſe — 
the month, leaſt of all the day. And yet conſidering that an ius eff dominus, Bada 
Indiction is the pace of 15. years x, he might very well have lib. dd. c. 47. 

ſaid fo ; though Chrilt was not borne till the end of three * Iadiclis eff ſpacium 
months after the firſt day of the Indiction: As we ſiy fre. —— 
quently, that ſuch a thing was or hapned in the beginning of pag. — * 
our Kings reigne, though it were 3.6. or 10. months after the 
firſt day of His reigne, 

Taz SixTRHObjection. Taxes and Collections of Tri- 
bute b:gan on the 24. day of September; as appeares by the 
Indictions, which were inſtituted to bear accompt of the pay- 
ment of tribute y: Therefore Augaſtus Ceſars Decree at 
our Saviours Birth that «ll the World Mould be taxed, went out 
Son the 24. of Sept. and ſo Chriſt was borne on that day 4. 4 Lak. 2. r. 

Tu Anſwer. We deny the Argument : For it is a moſt 4 Beroald. ibid. 
abſurd inference,viz.becauſe the ordinary and yeerly taxes, 
collections of ttibute, and Ind ictions (which were invented 
in the time of Conſtantine the Great, and ordained by Hime 


E 3 312. 


y Hoptons Concor- 
dancy of yeares, c. 32. 


315. yeares ofter Clvit (o) began and moſt remarkable 
312, Year that extraordinary Saviour was born, 
b) Er — tember; —ů— «ſar when — — of abſardities : 
ſarea, tx ſcriptorib - taxeDecre bete is 2 viours 
8 — ee ge dae een 
cipit ww ; in if che i day, then ue ; and 
, lf. lame day diſtant, 
2 e ee e mien wie gee 
ſtantino Magno. By from Rome to ab with Mary wo be delivered, 
— on from e every — — in 
21. Calviſ. 28 f 14 9 1 miles un ? 
e hc oma rot Err hs re? 
— eſt in —— one — — x Objection. «L — — nA 
in, E . : Was 
(ven nn gem *—— 9 2 7 — — 
redeat, Rom n to come in 4 to be in 1 Y lame 
& am indiftienum i Pe en for the Shepher h, it was not Whe 
inceperunt a Calen it the ft tame ding te his Birth» mont Oe 4 winter. There- 
« ſequentibus quos, wa according in Water in mi 
& noble mt _ to goe wp to the — (e). lled Pale- 
— fore Chrift was * — ad of Com — ca — 
ochar . P ; egres 
1 2. 4. 5, r Tan — to extend it ſelſe from 1 of La- 
a4) No maraile i tine ) is foun the degree 33. and 44. it is placed be- 
thele — 52. Scruples, unto And for Longitude, degree 69. and 
= — when titude or _— 4. 32. minutes, — — wholly with- 
the ewes beliefe is twwirt the —— that it is — y in which Fer and 
the rule of their do- — 8 imate(b):the — C —— r-ſeafon (as every 
_ 4.4. t . N e - | 
co CO I —— — 
orig ſeſt. Chri. men. — — Englan{: and yet above 40. degrees nearer 
Decemb. CO May here becauſe it Jyeth ; 
— — (&). Scripture ; For in 
zee rAdvertiſment of Ealt then they doe lefted out of the was yearly 
w —— f — was 
kan, — ofered on whe (cord doy —— (1) 
the Philiſtims. Vide offered on the ſec Euſtach, in Append. 
Varablaranſl, bl ad (Maſter Tbs Sperl. (b) — 
ing to „ and ; ; mths 
— Maſter . ' that 1 N. 
Tra& r. part 2. de * Carpenters Geography , lib. 
that is, without cold. 
) TLevit. 23. 5, 6, 10, 11. 


. the 


(77) 
the 1 6. day of the Jewes Month 4654 alias Ni/an (ws) and m) Secunda derum 
is with us the 27. of Aferch (») (which 27. — to 4 lf a ug 
the true accompt, falls on the 15, of our Adarch) It muſt 4 Lee 
neceſſarily foliow that the temperatute of the Month _ [ : 
December in the Land of Cauaau, is anſwerable to our May, aguum — 25 ; 
if not auc. Though therefore 4 diſobedient aud gainſaying 11% ubertaths axabo-* 
(o) Jew wil at believs yet an underſtanding Chriſtian can- | Pf grainudinem 
— but grant, that the ſeaſon of the yeare did no way hin- —— 2 
She — —— —— — Ceſar: Decree, not the Anriqu. Jud. me. le 
a 8 „nor our Saviouts going into See Perkins. 2. vol. 
the River pordan, in December. : 22 In Paleſtin 
fuiſe x — 4 ame Pentecoſten abſolutam fuiſce etiam — certum Gf 
- emnit, Harm. Evang. Pcolegom, cap. 3. (*) After the Iain Accompt. 
Taz EIOHTR Objection. In times paſt there bave bien 
Various vpinions in the Church concerning the Birth of Chriſt; 
ſome held be was borne on the ſixth of January, bt Epipha- 
nius ſajth on the Fifth ; (p) ſome ſaid on the Tenth of Aprill, f Beroald. Chron. lib. 
fome on the ninteenth of May, at hers in the moneth September, f. 
Tus MosT PART on the 25, of Decambec (q). And if in * = 
times paſt the day of Chrilts Birth was not agreed on; it a — = 
Go p, net man, muſs now determint it (r). ide Deiaſt, now 
Tux Anſwer, This Argument is many wayes abſurd,and bominis definire diem. 
in it ſelfe conttadictoty. For. amongſt all people and Nati. or wn Ar 
ons the conſent of the woſt part is an agreement ; otherwiſe — —— 
there would be never any agreement in this World. Again, _ 
it tells us not, who thoſe ſome and others were: be like, men of 
ſuch learning and note, that the at cient Church- Writers 
would not mention them, aud our Adverſaries cannot. As 
for Epiphanias; he indeed ewice afficm«th, that Cbriſi was 
borne in the 33. yeare of the firſt Herod, the Son of Antipatet, Domini fal. eſt in 
Which was the 42. yeere of Augultus Czſar ; (/) but he nei. © Novi rep: 
ther ſets down the Moneth,nor day of che Moneth, — — = 
And here let the Reader take notice of the vaine pro- kii qui erat — 4 
greſſe and miſerable iſſue of Schiſmaticks : From doubt. 4c ſcuudas 
ings of the truth they fail into denials from denials to new n 
Opinions, from new Opinions to manifeſt and bold lying, _ —— 
from lying to horrible confuſion, and in the end conclude in I. 3. com. 2. Hætel. 78, 


juſt nothing, ſave their owne ſhame, Tas 


«a= —— a a. oo RIES” < - 


2 


(38) 
Tux Ni vr x Objection. The Church of England does 
not celebrate the true day of Chriſts Birth: therefore the 
Church of England is erroneous, | 
Taz Anſwer, we deny the Antecedent ; for thongh the 
Church of England does not celebrate the true day exactly 
and preciſely caken, as we ſaid before : yet ſhe celebrates 
the true day according to the Islian Accompt, which 
Accompt is yet generally embraced by the Proteſtants, and 
p Ea eſt ami ſerma not to be deſpiſed (p). Nevertheleſſe it ic not the day, but the 


—— = — 4 —— 4 which no good ¶ vr iſtian Will deny ſhould 


ce tißimum tem 

vcbiculũ, cum omnibus : 

fit noti ß ima, familiariß ima, cognitu & obſcruatu facillima, & ad temporam à creatione mundi bus 
uſque labentiun ſeriem deducendum a:commodatiſſime, Calviſ. Iſag. Chron,cap.8, g See the life 
and death ot William Cocper, Biſhop of Golloway.pag, 8 


Tas TENTH, and laſt Objection. Chriſt was borne in 

r) Luke 2. 8. the night (r) : Therefore he was not born on the 25. day of 
December . p . 

00 Suengnem Tobernes TAE Anſwer. The day is of two ſorts ; Natural or Ci- 
7 — et qui vill (1); The natural day is the time from Sun. riſing unto 
aun ſequumtur - =—Sun-ſetting ; whoſe oppoſite is the »ight, from Sun · ſet un- 
mina permutant,et to Sun- riſing. The (will day is the ſpace of 24. houres, in 
———— which time the Sunne is by the firſt orbe carried round a- 
cialem; quem no- ci- bout the World It containes as well the night 2s the true 
vilem illi naturalm day; and is therefore termed by the Greeks () »v;01yusegr, 
diem vocart ; nos ve- and may in Latine be 2ptlytrarſlited no75dium. The former 


E Tveol, 15 Meant when God called che light, day : The latter, when it 


lib. r. c. 45. & lib g. c. is ſaid, the evening and the morning were the 25 day (u). And 
16. Hane diei neturalis Of the latter wee ought here to be underſtood when wee 
et artificialis appellati- ſpeake of the 25. day of December; For our Saviour was 
onem definitienemque, horne preſently after 1 2, a Clock in the Nighe(x),at which 


barbs a ſem _. 3 . 
— — time the Civill day began according to the cuſtome of the 


trimus nobis tradiderit Romans y. 

Vide ſcholion Eliz 

Vineti in ſpbzram Joan. a ſacroboſco · c.3. (t) vue e Bug ee, 
2 Cox. 1 2.21. u Gen. 1. 5. x Luke 2.8. y More Romano dies a media notte incipit, et ſequemis 
not media parte finitur, Itaque quicguid in bis viginti quatuor bor actum eñ perinde eñ quaß qua- 
vis bora luis aun efset, Paulus ICtus Digeſt, jure Ciyl. l. x tit. 12, 


The 


— 


(39) 

The vanity and -weaknefle of all 0bj:&ions to the con- 
trary being diſcovered, we conclude, according to the Te- 
ſtimony of the ancicat Pathers, the Tradition of the 
Churches of God, and the evident concurrence of Sacred 
Scripture, T hat the 25.,day of December # the juſt, true, and 
exatt day of our Savionrs Birth, 


Sz cr. VII 
The work of the Day. 


O How good, how pleaſant, how kind a thing it is to re- 
member the Worke of the Day in its o] n Day (u). 

This worke, whether at home or in publique conſiſts of 
three parts or duties. The firlt is, a reverend explanation; 

1. Os THe. PERSON INCARNATED ; which w4s 
(hriſt the Lord (b). The Word, the Eternall Sonne of God, 5) Luke 2.1 f. 
the ſecond perſon of the moſt glorious Trinity, was wade c) 3 AiyG cast 
fleſh (c); not by the converſion of the Godhead into fleſh (d), 244470. Joh. 1.14. 
buc by aſſuming unto the Godacad the nature (not the per- 4) Vide Symbolum 
ſon (e) of man, and all che naturall infirmities thereof, Arhanihii, 
ſinne excepted (f): which nature the Father formed in the — — 
Sonne by the Holy Ghoſt, of che Subſtance of the bleſſed 5 Heb. 7 & 115. 
Virgin Mary, who was of the Tribe of 7#4ab, of the Roy. {,,,., Zu 87. 
all Family of David (g). Wherefore Chriſt was perfect God, ala vd evrine x, 
and ſo c quall to the Father (h) ʒperfect man and ſo inferiour 4 la 1459 
tothe Father (5), | drSgunrs arinefty 
b 755 + dr x} Tdrix Te 7% arvgors drinats, lu Tis auagtiars 
—— en. 3 fidei lib. 3. cap. 20. (g) Luk. 1. 3 3. (b) Job. 10. 30. ful. z. 6 
7) John 14. 28. 


a) Opus dixi in die ſus 


2. How CHRIST Was Boxnzg Or TRE ViRGIN { 
MARY : and that was by opening of the Womb (K) after k) Luke 2 7.233 
the ordinary way: not utero clauſo, the womb being ſont, as 
the Papiſts imagine (J. ) Catechiſm. Rom. 

3. WBBAI Hs Was Box xE: to wir, in the Land of Part t. cap. A. Reſpon. 
pudah in Bethlebem( m) which fignifies,the houſe of Bread(n); ir mis. 


t. 2. 6. 


teaching us, that Chrift was the * bread of life which _ n) Paſ Lexicon. 
Wn 


(49) 
o John 6. 33. 31. down ſrom Heavin (o) In à ſtable 4 and was laid in a Murg er, 
Luke 2. 7. becauſe there Was no roome for them in the Inne (p) ; texching 
rs by his example to beare corporal! poverty with pati- 

ENCE, 
4. Wren Hz Was Borne : and that was 1. when 
a Decree went out from Auguſtus Cæſar that al the World 
Luke *% 8 ſhould be taxed .2 WhenCyrenius was Governor of Syria 9. The 
r Toſepbus calleth him Evangeliſt ſayes not of Z«dea becauſe udea was at that time 
Ruirinizs 3 aud in joyned unto the Province of Syria r: teaching us, that the 
ns As 2 ot true M. ab, Chriſt, was come; For the Scepter was then de- 
— parted not only from the Tribe of pudab, | but even from the 
veares. See (oſeph. Jews. 3. In the night c ; ſignifying that the day-ſpring from 
Antig. Ind. l. 17. Cult. on bigh viſited us, to give light to them that ſate in dar hut ſſe, 


, A 1b. 1 8. cap. 1. and in the ſhadow of death u. 
1 5. Or Gops Gracious ANpD˖ MIAAC Tous 


u Luke 1.5 8,79. DISCOVERY Or H1s BIRTEH. 1. To the poor Shep- 
x Luk 28,9, 10, 11. herds neere Bethelchem by an Angell. x 2. To the rich 
J Mat. 2 1.2 1 % Wiſemen in the Eaſt by a Star: teaching us, that poore 
and rich, ſimple and wiſe, Jew and Gentile, neere and 
farre off, are all alike accepted by Goa, in, through, 2nd for 
Chrif, 
6. Of the glorious cel. bration of Chrifs Nativity by a 
I — 2. 13 14. multitude of the heavenly hoſt praiſing God . 
- — - = = g. The ſecond part is a pious meditation on the Ex D and 
b Pſal.22.18,  NECESS1TY of Chriſts Birth; and that was threefold. 
Iſa.7,14 & 9-6,7- 1. That Gods Promiſes a, and the predictions of his ſer- 
Je. 23. 5. Mich. 5.2. yants the Prophets b, might be accompliſhed, 2. That God 


— — might ther by manifeſt bu love toward mankinde c. 3. That 


& 9. 9. redemption might be to them that were nnder the Law d: 
John 3.16,17, otherwiſe etetnall death had paſſed npox all men, for that al 
1 John 4.9,10. have ſinned e. | 

3 The third and chiefeſt part is, an humble and ſincere 
f OO thanksgiving unto Gon for thoſe great and uneſtima. 
g 1 Chron. 16.7, ble benefits which we receive by the ſacred Birth of our 
_ 19. Lord CHRIST, the Saviour of the World f: outwardly 

en. 21. 8. 


expreſſing our thankfulneſſe, 1. Is Pſalmes and Hymnes, 
and Spiritual Songs E. 2. In a larger and more ſiberall 
uſe of Gods Creatures then at ordinary times b. 3. In 
our 


1 Chron. 12,3 9,40. 
& 16. 3. 


3 2 8 — 2 — — 


— 


(41) 
our charity unto the needy members of Chriſt i. Lake 14. 13, 
Whoſoever therefore regardeth this day aright, mult re- 
gard it unto the Lord, giving God thanks K: and not ſpend | Rom. 11.6, 
it in rioting and drunkenneſſe, nor in chambring and wanton- 
neſſel as too too many have done, to the high diſhonour I Rom. 13. 13. 


a - The dayes which 2re 
of Almighty God, the reproach of our Church ; and the —— — 


feacfull haz ird of their owne ſoules. — memorials 
of Gods mercies, ought to be cloathed with thoſe out ward robes of holineſe, whereby the 
difference from other dayes may be made ſenſible. Hook Eccleſ. Policy lib. 5, ſe, 70. i 


— 


Sz cr. VIII. | 
A patheticall exhortation unto the true Sonnes ef the ¶ hurch of 
England. 


Re theſe things ſo? May Chriſtian Magiſtrates con- 

ſtitute Feaſt-dayes, and require obedience unto ſuch 
Conititutions a? Has the Church of England Ordained 4 Se, 2. 
that the Birth day of Chriſt ſhould bee yearly kept Faſti- 
vall b? Is this Ordination grounded upon the Scri- þ5, and 6. Edw. 6. 
ptures c? Is it confi: med by the practice of the Chriſtian c.3.1 Eliz.c.z. 
Church from the time of the Apoſtles unto this day, and * Sect. 4. 
doe all Reformed Churches approve thereof d? Is the 25, 8. f 
day of December the Birth-day of our Saviour :? Does the „ Sed. E 
work of the day tend to the Glory of God the Honour of 
Chriſt, and Comfort of his Charch f ? What wretched f Seck. 7. 
Herodians are they then, who revile and envy the ſolemni- 
zition of Chriſts Birth, calling it Heatheni/me, and moſt 
blaſphemouſly perſwading the people g, That a Feaſt cele. & Theſe words, or 
brated unto the Honowr of CHRIST, 1 no better then that — _ _ 
Feaſt which the Iſraelites made unto the molten Calfe b ? Church of S. Mich. 
cornbill, on the Lordi day, the 25. of February, 16 43. God give ihe ſpeaker repentance to the 
acknowledging of the truth, 2 Tim. 2.25. h Exd.32.4,5,6. 


But let us Brethren, who have not ſo learmed Chriſt i, i Epbeſ. 4. 20. 
be ſubjeft to Principalities and PFywers : let us obey Magi- 

rates; and be ready to every good word k, yet not daring to & Titus 2.1. 

deſpiſe our Mother the A the Sponſe of Chriſt | : let 1 Cant. 4. 9, 
2 us 


m) 2 Pet. 10.13, 17, 
19. Iude 8.1 2, t 3. 
1 2 Theſ. 2.1 Fs 


0) Pſal. 7 8.5, 6, 7. 

p) See Willets Synop- 
lis, 9. generall Con · 
troverſie. quæſt. d. p. 
505. 


=. 


(42) 
us beware of thoſe who are proſumptuom, ſelf-willed, that 
bring railing accnſazions :. who are ffots in our Feaſts of 
Charity, wandring Starres, wells withont water, cloadi that are 
carried with a tempeſt, while they promiſe liberty, they them- 
ſelves are the ſervants of corruption, to whom the miſt of dark- 
neſſe is reſerved for ever (Mm). Let us ſtand faſt, and hold the 
traditions Which We have been taught (u): let us wake them 
knoVne to our children that the generations to come may knoW 
them, even the children which (hall be borne ; who ſball ariſe 
and declare them to their children, that they may not forget the 
workes of Gop (o); And principally may keep the memo- 
riall of CMR IS TS Nativity (continuing the celebration 
of this moſt ancient, moſt Chtiſtian, moſt bleſſcd Feaſt un- 
till the ſecond coming of SH1LoK, 


Halelijab. 


(43) 


$$330004504:24440305 


A NS W E R 


TO SIXTEENE 


Qu XKR ES, 


Touching the Riſe and Obſervation of 


SE HHAISIMAS 


Propounded by Mr. Zoſeph Heming of Uitoxeter. 


Hough,if we conſider the time fince the forego- 
ing Treatiſe was publiſhed, it being five yeares 
complent laſt April,1649.we might rather infiſt 
ry upon anAnſwer from our Opponents, then take 
notice of their Q»eres, which to multiply into 
| ſcores or hundreds, is nothing difficult, even to 
the meaneſtSophiſter:Yet left onrChriſtianSolemnity ſhould ſuf. 
fer by our ſilence, and for the ſatisfaRton of this Quzriſt and all 
others whom the Spirit of contradiction and by-ends have not 
made nncapable of the truth, we ſhall briefly and clearly return 
our Reſolution to each particular; With reference, as occafion 
ſhall be and that often is, co what hath been above delivered; it 
being altogether improper and needleſſe to make repetition, 


yo. by K 
| # | 
| | 
'Q 


- 


QUEARE I. 
Whether ſuch Religious Cuſtomer as are binding to all the Churches of Jeſus 
Chriſt , ought not 30 have ſuve forting upen the Word of GOD, or Apeſtelicat 


Practice? 
ANSWER: 
E muſt here diſtinguiſh of Religions Cuſtomer: Some are 
VV Religions Abſolutely ſome Refpeftively. Cuſtomes ab- 
ſolutely, religious, have ſure footing upon the Word of 
GO D, either in expteſſe termes *b evident conſequence ; 
as The peoples aſſembling to — J Service, the (thbration of the 
3 


Sacra- 


4) See our ſe- 
cond Section. 
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( 44) 
( Sacraments, and the like: Theſe are abſolutely and ever binding 
to all che Churchas of cſiuCbriſt. Cuſtom reſpetively religions, 
ate ſuch as in reſpeR of their Matter, Manner, End are Religious, 
but have their Inſtitution from the practice and Authority of 
GO D'S Church ; Of which number is this Obſervation of the 
Nativity; The Matter whereof is our Saviours Birth, The Mar- 
ner is with preaching, prayers, thankſgiving, almes,and a liberall 
yet ſob:r uſe of G O D'S Creatures; the End is the Honour of 
Chriſt and our owne Edification : Theſe Cuſtomes though in 
themſclves things indifferent, yet in reſpect of the Churches 
Authority become binding ; and the wilfull contempt of them 
is a contempt of Authority, a ſcandall and offence to the Church, 
which by the joynt conſent of all Proteſtant Divines is a ſinne a. 
gainſt the Moral) LA (a). | a 
Your Qgere then containes a double errour: 

Fit ſt, it implies a miſunderſtanding of the Nature of our Feſti. 
vall; for we eſteem it not (as you propound) amongſt Cuſtomes 
abſolutely religious, 

Secondly, by the Dis junctive LOr you inſinuate, that ſuch Cu- 
ſtomes 4s have ſure footing upon Apeſtolicall Pratlice, are abſolutely 
religious and binding to ali Chriſtian Churches; Which is falſe; For 
it is the Apoſtolicall Precept, not Apoſtolicall Practice, that 
makes a Cuſtome ab/elntely religious and univerſally binding. 
The Praice of our Saviour himſelfe, and of his Apoltles with 
him, and the Church to boot (5),did not change the Nature of 
things indifferent: but as they uſcd them freely, ſo they left 
them free : We read that the holy Communion was celebrated 
at the time of Supper,by our Saviour and his Diſciples(c),by the 
D.ſcip!es and the Church of Tro (d), by the Church atCorinth(e): 
and yet who will ſay; that the Celebration of the Communion 
at that time is a Cultome ab/o/xtely religious, hath Authority of 
Divine Prece pt, and bindeth all the Churches of Chriſt > 


YQUOUSERE II. 
Whether you can ſubſtantially prove chat Chriſt was borne on the 25. of 
December ? and what your proofes are\? 


ANSWER, 
. If the full conſent of cleat and undoubted Records if the Te- 
ſtimony of the antient Greek and Latin Churches, if the generall 
/ acknow- 


(45) 
Acknowledgement of thoſe chat profeſſe Chriſtianity, be ſub- 
ſtantiall proofs; (which no man of common ſenſe will deny) then 
have we ſubſtantially proved that Chrift was borne on the 25. of 
December. () And truly upon the like reaſons as our Op. 
ponents make ſcruple at this, may they queſtion what ever is 
chronicled : Admit, we ſhould affitme, that illiam the Con- 
qu2ronr was crowned at Weſtminſter on the 25. of December, 
and for the Authority thereof quote Roger de Hoveden, Matthew 
Pariand others ; Might not one ask , as they doe of Chriſts 
Birth · day, how could this be? Xing Herold Was h gb and pniſ- 
ſant in October before ; and a Soldier cannot ſoone believe that a 
wiſe Prince as Duke William Was, Would in Winter with his Southern 
people, Wage warre in a Northerne Country. Neither Was it the fit 
time for eArmies to be in the fiell; And it is not probable, that this 
Kingdome was conqueredin the face of tws Winter moneths. (g) 
But, what ſenſe is in ſuch kinde of arguing,we leave to the judge- 
ment of ary rationall man ; and for perfeR ſolution of this 
Eee referre you to our ſinth Section. 


2UERE M. & Iv. 


Whether the Celebration of that day can be clearely warranted by you fiom 
Scripture ? and what your Scriptures are,Or, Whether you can clear it by 
ſound conſequence from the New Teſtament, though not ſet downe there 


iatoidem. ver 0k? 
ANSWEK. 


Both theſe Quæres ariſe from a miſtaken Principle; For the 
Obſervation of this Feaſt (as we ſaid before) is not a Cuſtome 
abſolutely religions, whoſe warrant indeed is from Scripture, ei- 
ther expreſly or by ſound Conſequence. Howbeit we mult note ; 
Though this Anniverſary Feſtivall hath no particular and Spe- 
cial Scripture-warrant, whereby this very day is ſet apart to 
this very end; yet it may have and hath a General Scripture. 
warrant, under which it is authorized : For the Obſervation 
of ſuch Anniverſary Feaſts is juſt and warranted from the 
Equity and ſenſe. of the (eremoniall Law, which the Apoſtle 
(1 Cor. 9.10.) ſheweth to · be ſtill in force; and therefore the 
Legall Anniverſary Feaſts doe in Equiry require and even _ 
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(46) 
teach, that there onght to be Goſpell- Anniverſary Feaſts, af. 
figned for extraordinary ings and rehearſalls of 
GO D'S extraordinary benefits to his People. (6) As then from 
the grounds and rea ſons of GO D'S commanding the weekly 
Fealt of the Sabbath, (though the Sabbath be now aboliſhed) (i) 
our Church hath good Authority and Warrant to ordaine one 
day in ſeven to be kept holy; and{guided by the example of the 
Primitive Churches, and conſtant practice of Chriſtians in all 
ages, obſerveth and to that purpoſe ordaineth the fitſt day of the 
week.under the title of the Lords Day: So, from the grounds and 
reaſons of G O D'S commanding the Legall Anniverſary Feaſts, 
(though thoſe Feaſts be now aboliſhed,) our Church hath good 
Authority and Warrant to ordaine ſolemne dayes of thankſgi- 
ving for GO D'S extraordinary benefits; and guided by the ex. 
ample of the Primitive Churches and conſtant practice of Chri- 
ſtians in all ages, obſerveth and to that purpoſe ordaineth (a- 
mongſt other Feaſts) the 25. day of December, under the title of 
the day of Chriſts Nativity. 


Whether you can cleare the Celebration of that day by Univetſall tra- 
dition ? 


ANSWER. 


This Word Univerſal muſt here be taken in a ſafe ſenſe : For, 
2s of DoArine, ſo ſay Divines of Tradition; to make it Uni- 
verſall, it is not requiſite, that all Chriſtians ſhould profeſſe it 
throughout every age; for then, no Doctrine can be ſtyled Ca. 
tholique or Univerſal, becauſe there is no Doctrine which hath 
not at ſometime or other, through weaknefle of Judgement, 
pride of wit, or ſelfe - ends, beene drawne into queſtion, if not 
oppoſed; (kx) chere muſt be Hereſies, (and falſe Prophets ever were 
and will be. (m) But that Tradition is truly termed Univer- 
ſall, unto which the Fathers, Martyrs and godly men of the 
Chriſtian Church have in all jJAges, to this preſent time borne 
witneſſe, (v) both by exhortations and examples: And ſuch 
is the Tradition of Solemnizing our Saviours Birth-day ; as 
we have abundantly proved in our fifth Section, whereto wee 


referte. 
2A. 


(47) 
22D v. i 
Whether ( in this caſe it Qn be evidence by none of theſe, wit: plaine Text, 
ſolid Inference, univerſall Tradition) it be not a meere humane inven- 
tion, and ſo Will-worſhip ? And bow you will one day acquit your ſelves 


before God, for pony and crying up meas Inve , inſtead of the 
Infticutions of Jeſus Chriſt ? And whether it were not faithfull dealing 


with poore fimple people to tell them that you have neither of theſe to war- 
rant it ? 


eANSWER, 

Falſe it is and ſlanderous, that we cry up the Celebration of 
this day as an Iuſtitation of Jeſus Chriſt : And yet, we doe and 
muſt deny it to be a meere humane invention and Mil. worſbipʒ be- 
cauſe the Obſerving thereof is not onely approved by Univer- 
ſal Tradition, but ( as we ſhewed before) hach Sacred Authority 
and Scripture-warrant in the General, though not in Fecial ; (o) 9) See our 
Of which kinde are, Set- Faſts, weekly or monethly Lectures, daily Anſwer to the 
Prayer with our Families, the ſinging of Davids Pſalmes in meeter — fourth 
by a whole Congregation, and divers other Chriſtian practices: (p) þ JUrtin.Expli 2 
Whereas that worſhip which the Apoſtle calleth Will. worſbip cat. Catechet. 
and condemneth, is wholly deſtitute of Scripture-warrant as quæſt. gr. 
well General! as Special, and hath no other ground and original! *Xion g & 
but the vaine opinion, will and phanſie of men; as, The worſpip- _ _—_— 
ping of Angels, and placing an abſolute holineſſe and neceſſity in 
things rndifirent(g) We defire therefore our Quæriſt and his fol. 
lowers to conſider well and lay to heart, how they will one 
day acquit themſelves before GOD for ſlindring their Brethren, 
for calling good vill, (r )and crying down that for a meer humane ») Ifay g. 20. 
Invention and il Worſhip, which hath Scripture- Authority and 
the conſent of the Chriltian Churth in all Ages. And Were it not 
Faithful dealing in theſe men, and their apparent duty, to tell poore 
ſimplePeople that they have unawares ſſipt into error aud miſl:d 
them, and will bereafter (like S. Paul] labour the more abun- 
danth () in aſſerting and divulging the Truth. 5)1Corit5, © 

2 UL EREVIK 

Since dayes and times commanded by GO D bimſelſe to be obſerved un- 

der the Law, were and are unlawfull under the Goſpell; Whether dayes 

and times commanded by men, and not by G O D, under the Goſpell, are 


not leſſe lawfull ? | 
2007 tian vil MEER. 
This Sctuple is cafily removed, if wee conſider the different 
G natures 


q)Coloſ.z.18, 


21,22, 


| (48) 

natures of thoſe dayes vnde the L and theſe ander the Goſpel : 

They were ebſointely neceſſary, theſe in tQcmieives are things 

indifferent; They were parts of GOD'S publique Worſbp, 
;)Uchin.Expli- theſe are attendaats and (alſe view to GOD'S Wor bin (r) They 
— _— were inſtieuted'by G O D himſelfe, xheſa are eſtabliſhed by Chti- 
Rom 13.4.6 ſtian Megiſtstes, G O D'S Afiniſters; (a) They 2s 3 ge and 
) Mar. 23. 4 unſupportabl: Toke (w) were aboliſhed at Chrifts Death, (x) 
Ads 25. 10 theſgare A. our =. to Decency and Order in the Church, ite 
5: 1 retained by Chriſts Warrant. (y) Now, what ground or Rea. 
Heb. S 1 fon there is, 40 inferre tho unlawfulneſſe of the latter, from 
5) 1 Cor.14-40 the unlawyfulneſſe of the former 8 To concinle Goſpell- 
dayes of thankf-giving , allowed by Crn 157 and ſet apart 

by Chriſtian Migiſtrates, to be unlawfult; bꝛeauſe Legall 

Faalts, aboliſhed by CHRIST, and which to re-a&mit is to 

x) Gal.F.r, 2, make CYR15T of no effect, (x) ite nolawfall ; Let men of 
34+ ſobciety determine. And here neceſſary it is to take notice; 
though after the Aſceaſian of Chriſt wee fiade the Apoſites at 

4 AQ» 2. 1. & ſome of the Jewiſh Feaſts, as The Sabbath and Prnticoſt; (a) Vet 
13,14,42.X-7 did not they obſerve them as L:gall Ordinances, but as things 
dns. indifferent? All dayeswere to the Apoſtles alike; (5) They 
b ) Rom. 14.3. Made no valuation or differeoce of firft or laſt, but every day of 
5,6.17, Col. a. the weckt they came together, every day they prayed, preached admi. 
16. 0 niſtred the Sacrament of the Lords Cupper. (6) Tadecd Stint Paul 
0) As -4% in a time of famine, (e) did exhort the'Corinthians (according as 
©) Caracl, be had givenOrder to the Churches of Galatia) that upon the fr f 
Tacit. lib. 12 C of the weeke, every one ſbouli put aſide by him{clft, and lay up as 
GOD had proſpered bim, for the reliefe of their diftrefled brethren 

d) 1 Car. 16. at Zerwſalem :(d) But this ex1artation gives no preheminence to 
3535 the firſt day of the wake, nor implies x command, that all Chriſti, 
ans ſhould weekly meet on that day to GODS publick Service: 

The Text ſpeakes onely of giving Almes, every one apart by hins- 

ſelfe ; not ſyllable of meeting, or an wniverſall command, or of 

GODS publick Service: , Prayers, — ay Sacraments, 

Fos by the very words and ſcope of the Apaltle, it is evident, 

that his Onder 2nd Exhertation was particular and temporary,to 

particular Churches, upon a particular and temporary occaſion; 

e As was that (e) andtharefare ſuch of the day did onely concern thoſe 
io the 20. verſe ienlar Churebes, and that for a time. Who will ſay, when the 
_ I Fa. 


of the lame © pm 


— 


(49) 
Famine was over, that the Galatians und Corinthians were till Chapter, Gres 
bound to ſend Ames to their Brethren ar Jera/alew? And might 7*, 9 _ 
not the ¶ lurch a Amioch on the ſecond day of the weeke, 20 jr. 

Saints at Philipp on the third, and % Brethren in Cilicia on Se: M Cd. 
the fourth, givg, Almes to reljeve the wants and neceſſities of mentary upon 
their Puedliren at /er»/alews, notwithſtanding this Order and Romans. 16,16 
exhortation of S. Paw to the Churches of Galatia and Corinth? 

May not wes on the other dayes, 2s well as the firſt day of the ——— 
werke; yen, on other dayes and not on the firſt;yes, but once 2 en menſtrun 
fortnight or moneth (as occaſion ſhall be) contribute to the re - dic, vel 

lief of our diſtreſſed Brethen ? Aſſuredly we may. (v) wel, & Im 


. ets hn ene 


Wherb NF” + um bo — 
herber the true enuine Interpretation of Chri . man 
And whether to perſwade people "ts fo, be noe to — 2 chem? 

And whether we may not as well interpret ({andlemas Candle m, Micha 

mas Michaelman,as Chriſtmas Chriſt-man? ; 

ANSWER. 

That Aaſſe and Aan are words of the ſame roote and mea: 
ning, is (wee grant) an abſurd, vaine and groundleſſe conceit; 
nor doe wee ſuppoſe the allegation of /o perſwading People, to be 
any _ — — — — of out 77h _ (as wee 
have ſhewed above) (e) our iſh Saxon (f) word Maſſe, is a 
borrowed from the Latine — Miſſa, and ſignifies > —— 
ſervice, The Lords Supper, Au Offering; whereby there appesres /) Moſt words 
an excellent and remarkable fignificancy in this Title CHRIST. of one (yllable 
M A'S D A Tjmplying THE day of Chriſt: Publick, Service, © Bog. are 
TH B dy of celebeating Clif boy Communion, T HB day nal my 
of offering up our ſelves, and unto Chreft ; for that 

t. the Son of GOD, the brightneſſe of bis Fus hers glory and ax- 

proſſe image of his Perſon, (g) m whom dweleth all he flo of the g) Heb. 1. 2,3 
God: head bodily, (H did vouchſafe for out fakes fo low a conde- ©) Col. 2.91 
ſcenſion as to tale be him the forme of «ſervant, (i) and this - 
dry to bee borne of x pure Virgin. And as for the uſe of this 0 f Obier- 
word Aafſe, we have (by the confeſſion even of thoſe that Conſela.Sea. 
wave it) the exawple of Chriftians in the very time of the Apo- 14-Ad Auguſſ - 
ſties, (4) the — and approbation of G O D'S Artic, 
2 


Church 


: | OP (50) 
2 Expl. Church, () the Authorities of Tertullian, (m) Cyprian, (n) Am- 
arechet. broſe, (0) Auguſtin, (v) and other eminent Fathers who flou · 
Par 4. riſhed long before the dayes of Popery : (7) Vea, in a Sermon 
_ rig, On Eaſter-day trat ſlated our of Latin into the Saxon tongue 
wem. Anno 996. and in divers Saxon Epiſtles, C7) before ever the Po. 
n)Lib.z Ep14 piſh Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation was heard of in this Iſland , 
0) Eib. 7. Ef. 33 we finde the word Maſſe, ſometimes expreſſing Pwublick Service, 
2 _— -q "* ſometimes The Lords Swpper ; and Holy-dayes were by the Sax- 
9) Perkingvol. 2 ons called AMaſſe dayes : becauſe on thoſe dayes GOD'S Pwublick 
Bemonſtrat. of Servite and uſually the Holy Communion was celebrated. () 
the Problem. Wherefore this word Maſſi is neither Popiſh nor invented by 
Iuel Apolog : papiſts; and is uſed not onely in the Church of England, but bath 
5 — the teſtimony of thoſe glorious and renowned Churches of Ger- 
vol. 2. fol. 448, many, Whoſe z:ale and Proteſling for the Faith firſt acquired to 
30.& fol. 451. themſelves the name of Prozeftants ; (t) Our Churches, tay they, 
60.and fl. uefalſly accuſed that they abeliſb the Maſſe ; For the Meſſe 
12 meaning the Lords Supper) is retained with us and celebrated with 

Teſtimon. \* . 

Antiq p. 7s. higheſt reverence. (a And if words mult be therefore caſt ou: 

) Sleidar: and abominated, ba cauſe they are profaned by Papiſts ; then 

Comment. I. 6. muſt theſe words Scripture, ¶ hurch, Baptiſme, Lords Supper, 

f. — tv — Prayer, Preaching, Sacrament, Almes, Patience, and many mors 

do & 14. becaſt out, which are by them no leſſe abuſed unto ſuperitition, 

Auguſt. Conf, profaneneſſe, idolatry, then the Haſſe. 

'Arcic.1, SER E IX. | 
Whether the Saints are boung'ro rejoice in the Birth of Ch: iſt on that day 
men ſuperſtitiouſly call (fbrifimas, more then at oꝛher times? And he- 

ther the Lords day be nt THE day appointed for them to rejoice on? 

ANSWER. 

t men /aperſtitionſly call this day Chriſ mas; for 

they cannot without ſolid conviction of the unlaw- 
fulneſſe, reject the uſe thereof, yet doe they not place any Re- 
ligion in, or eſteeme of that Title more then of (brits Birth day, 
the Nativity of Clriſi, the day of the Nativity, or the like; which 
they ever did and doe uſe as names indifferent, But for our 
ſpeciall joy on that- dy; if it be the duty of Chriſtians to heare 

w)Ma.11.17; the Church, (v) if in things juſt the Magiſtrates commands be 
obligations, and men muſt reeds be [ubjeft thereunto, not onely 

x)Rom.1 3.5. for wrath, bat alſa for conſcience ſake (x) which no Saintsor — 
| ren 


| (5x) 
dren of GO D will deny; then «re Saints bon to expreſſe 

their rejoycing in the Birth of ( lriſt, more eſpecially. on this day (et 
apart for this end, then at other times ; Doe not we on every fifth 


of November , Cas the Jews did on the dayes of Purim] (y) 7) Efther.g.18, 
more eſpecially then at other times, declare out joy in GO DS 19.28. 


remporall dehverance of our State? And if a corporall and 
temporary mercy unto a-Nation may be yeerly recorded with 
Publick joy and thanksgivings unto GOD; much more may 
we with rejoycings, prayer and praiſes record GODS ſpirituall, 
everiaſting and unſpeaksble merey in Chiiſts Birth, the good ti 
dings of great joy unto all people (Z). 

Indeed. the Lords day is appoynte i for us to rejoyce on; yet is it 
not THE dq, ſo as to extinguiſh or leſſen out duty on other 
dies appointed alſo to GODS Service. For by whom and when 
was the Lords dn appointed ? Throughout the Old Teſtament 
we have no intimation of it. {yprians ſaying, that Cirrumciſion 
mas a type or fizure of Chriſts R ſurrection, and our Solemmity on 
the eighth day (a] is rather his conceit then judgement ; for in 
that Sacrament neither ſigne nor actions, bear the leaſt analogy 
or ſimilitude with Chrifts riſing from the dead. And to ſpeak 
tru'y, how can the day of Chrifts Reſutrection be termed the 
eighth day? In reference to the weeke it was the firſt day, (b) 
in reference to his death and butiall the third d; (c) in refe- 
rence to the month the ſeventh and twentieth day ; (4) and it can 
no otherwiſe ba termed the eighth, then becauſe it next followes 
the ſeventh ; jaltas one is thirteen a clock, b:cauſe it is the next 
houre after twelve. Beſides, ſuld we admit this Ty picall phan- 
ſy, then muſt the day of Chriſts Reſurrection be no Solemne or 
Holy day, but x common ordinary day, as was the day of Cir- 
cumciſion; elſe the type and thing typificd wilt not correſpond. 

As for the day of the fourth Commandement ; that things 
may be clearly underſtood, we mult note that the moraſl Law 
and the La of Nature are one and the ſame; (e) and it is 
called the Moral Law, that is to ſay the Law of manners, becauſe 
it is an everlaſting rule for the manners and amties of men, both te. 
wards (GOD and toWvards their Neighbour, * 

Next, we mult know, that a ſabbath is à ſet time appointed 


by jult Au:boricyro G O D'S publique? ſetvice: (f/ 7b Sab- 
| | G bath 


3. 


I) Luke 2. 10. 


1 


4 Lib. 3. Ep. io. 
ad Fidum Cir- 
cumeiſion was 
on the eighth 
day, becauſe the 
child was un- 
cleane till the 
eighth day. 
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b) Muk. 16.9. 
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4) Aug. de tin. 
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Cat. q æſt. 103 


(53) | 
D'S command to be 
44h is u (ſabbath under the * => Lords day is a abbuth 
weekly obſerved oa the ſeventh day Authority (g) to be weekly 
See our under the Goſpell by the C that the Sabbath and the Lords dey 
— pet obſerved on the firſt day: So that natures and kindes, Hence 
4 ofour anl. ,- | that is, are of diſtinf? = oral ly 
end differ ſpecifically, t is partly A » part 
dry Ty it is, that the foutth Commandemen in that it commandeth 
ä — Morel and — for GO Fs publique fer- 
| — in labbach or ſer time to be ap inſtin& of nature all people and 
Expl- Fræcept. ves: unto which by the ſecret ich barbarous,jand ignorant of 
2 en in Nations, though never ſo beatheniſh cultomes and practice bear 
bor nn rg the true GGD;did and doe — The Sabbath 
SinleradCool. witnefle, (7) Coremenial, be weeks, on which GOD raffedfrem 
20.Paremad or ſeventh and laſt dey oft b keps holy (U And that this was 
Ro. 1 4.dub.4. i worke of Creation ⁰ 1 a the Lord himſelfe num- 
Rail Crane appeareth, Firſt, Bec he Sabbath in the very front 
Theol.l.6,c.10 ing the Crremenial Feaſts,placeth t abbath Was 2 par- 
i) Rom 2. 14,15 bring I Secondly Becauſe the $ : 
eue. c. de Sas and head of them. (1) c — of their deliverance from 
Tue Kn. ler =: nan ogy meer dy, Becauſe the Sabbarh was to 
e da. Egyptian bondage. () Thir 1 the Gentiles ; (») which 
1 — and divide the Jewes from „ downe, (0) 
" diltinguiſh , e, both broke 
re on 2 — or figns — an 
«771. 778. ourthly cawe, . ab, ene anc 
38 — = ond Giritnal reſt by the — 2 4 Apoltles 
— accompliſhment of what —— and Divine eſteeme of 
5 —— prohibition of the 22 ut excepting the ſeventh day, is 2 
e. n — Wi 010 — ; And as well that pro- 
»ExoL.$1.19. cleare proof againſt the o of the Sabbath or Seventh day of 
0) Epbe(, 2. 14. lubition as the lawfull change . * Lards day or firſt day 
— — — —_ — manifeſt proofes agaialt 
r. 44,95 ich is our , aff: For 
11. f the weeke which is £4 Ceremonial: l 
Scl. 16.1 — New — Lov the — — ſhould per- 
Col. 244 16, 19 we muſt not, We cannot _—_— of any part of the Morall 
| ſwade Chriftians to a light Morall be changed. () 
Law; nor could that which is Mo * Opinion, a8 well of 
2) Pola c. Groundleſle then and err that THE ſeventh dey is Mo- 
ugz B. the Old Sabbatarians, who teach ould have A ſeventh day 
—— mg rall, as of the New — — arſe of meere Naturall 
Gare Pie, Moral; (% For by the diate reaſon 


(s3) bo 


reaſon, neither the ſeventh nor & ſeventh has more evidence to D-. Tile, 
be kept holy then the ot « fifth, ſixth, eighth, centh, twentieth — = 
lleage all Sabbatariaus, Old or New, to deli- chotas & Rich. 
ver freely their Judgement an4 Coaſcience, whether if they had Byfeld, Mar- 
never {zeae or heard of che Scriptures, they could by the Booke tindale, Abbor 


in their Trea> 
tiles of the 


day : And wecka 


of Nuute have found our, that GOD in fixe dayes finiſh: the 
Creation, reſted on the feventh, and therefore ordained tbe or 


«ſeventh day to be weekly kept holy; If they fay, they conld, gender in bis 


| thaw i il! „ Chriftiens da 
et them ih it, and the learned will for ever do them homage — — 


If chey ſay, they cauld nor, s moſt cettainety they cannot, then is 
neither the not 4 ſeventh dayes Obſervation Morall: Mach leſſe 
Marall is the firſ day of the week or Lord: day, of which there is 
not the lea t tictle or glimpſe in the foucth Commandmear. Tu 
ttue, in this age and land of Noveky, ſome Reafons and far 
ferclve circumſtances have been diſperſed among the people, to 
petſwada the Marallity of the or 4 ſeventh; and chenee to inſiau · 
ata tha Morality of the Lords 4a ; but the ſh illouneſſa and il 
compoſure of their Argu nents is ſo obvious, even to men of in- 
diff cent capacity, that we ſhill onely couch upon the chiefe, 
whezehy the reſt may be judged.. 

RE ASON I. It the Obſervation of neither the nor 4 ſeventh 
day he Motoll; chen are there but nine Commandments in the 
Morall Law. 

ANSW. The Inference is falſe ; For (wee have proved) the 
Mazwity of the fourgh Commandmenc conſiſts not in obſerviag 


the Or a ſeventh day, ba: in herping holy a ſebbath day or time fer. 


aput ta GODS publick Service, which is out bouaden xndjper- 
perual duty. — 
REAS. II. The Sabbath was infticuted in Paradiſe,. whileſt- 
Adu cetaioed his innocency and perfection; therefore the Sob- 
blank is not Ceremoniall, | 
ANSW. This is often urged by our New Szbbatarians; though 
duly conſideted, it makes nothing x all to their purpoſe; For 


ſhould.we grant, the Sabbath or /evench day of the weeke to be 


Marall and vachangable, then what would became of their 
New $aabbath 3 But indeed, the Antecedent is falſe; For at the 
ſooneſt, Gon. did not inſtitute the Sabbath till he reſted, and 


that vas en tbe ſoventipdaye(#) wherens Adam fell 1 „n 2 


$abbarh. 


Toung in his 


Dies Dominica, 


&c. 


n 6) 
w) Compare his creation, which was the ſixth day,(w)and at Evening was caſt 
Gen 2. 7. 21, ge of Paradiſe, (x ) 
32, &c. 3» 1. pg AS. III. The Sebbath was appointed before Alaſes his time; 
— — Therefore the Sabbath was not ceremoniall. 
0) Chop 3. . ANS. We deny the conſequence ; For Sacrificer and (ir. 
24, See the cymcifion were appointed long before Moſes, () yet were they 
Praflice of ceremoniall and a boliſhed in Chriſt. (=) 
mr — | REAS.1V. Heathens obſerved the ſeventh day 26 an holy day; 
Wille bf L- Therefore the ſeventh dajes obſervation is Morall and: Natural], 
fold Comment. ANSW, This Argument is likewiſe falſe ; for ſuch Heathens 
on Gin c. 3. q · had not the ſeventh daye: obſervation by inſtinct of Nature, but 
32. Tbe <— wry by imitation from the Jews,as ſome amongſt them had and ſtill 
- = Aden. have Circumciſion and Sacrifices : (a) And that is not Naturalt 
of Divines on t 
Gen 3.24. Which ſome people, but what «{ obſerve ; (5) which never was 
7) Gen.4-3z4- nor will be proved of the ſeventh day. 
& 8.20, & 17. RE AS. V. The word Sabbath ſignifies reſt; The Lords day is a 
Kas rc.24, teſt: Therefore the Lords day may bs called THE Sabbath. And 
— — Cala. if it may be called” The Sabbath, then it is The Sabbath. 
5. 3. Hebr.9.9, ANS W. This is a ſyllogiſme of the fourth Figure, abſurd and 
10. ridiculous ; For in the ſame way, ohn might be called Adam, 
40 J Leptin, becauſe the word Adam ſignifies man, (c) and John is a man : So 
— I might S. Danſtans be called The Temple, becauſe the word temple 
Enquiries ſignifies Church, and S. Dunſt ans is a Church: And as to the latter 
chap. 12. Inference; it is as wiſe as the former; For who ſees not that 
b) Tas naturale ſometimes through craft, ſometimes through ignorance, things 
eff quod pul eq be called what indeed they are not? A man way cal copper, 
omnes homines 94y | vr 
exndem biber Coldzyet it followes not that it is Gold. But we liſt not to ſpend 
potentiam. Ari- time in breaking ftrawes, and therefore we ſhall not purſue this 
ſto lib. Ethic · point, nor take any ſtrict ſurvey of the manifold contradiQions, 
9 —— _ falſities and notorious rift.raff, wherewith moſt of our New 
{.bbath aide Sabbatarian Treatiſes abound : Oaly, we deſire theſe drofound 
re: Whence Sophiſtets to ſtudy well the fitſt leaf of their Accidence, and they 
as the Latines ill finde a difference between Proper Names aud Common. Nov 
from = ne from the foregoing premiſes this concluſion is evident; That ſince 
phe 8 the Morall part of the fourth Commandement enjoynes only « 
the Latines, have a'$abbatiſme, to ſabbat ⁊e, which ſigniſies a refting, to reſt. And did Printers 
diſtinguiſh the Noune Appellative ſabbath from the proper Name The Sabbath, by a great let- 
ter; as in all languages they ought to do: our New Sabbatarians might finde the Lords day, 
called ſabbaihum, a ſabbath or reſt ; ſeldome or never, Sabbathion,, the Sabbath, ſabbath 
abbat 


(55) 


Sabbath, not any particular and preciſe day to Gon's publick 
Service; And the ceremonia'l part enjoyned only The Sabbath or 
ſeventh day on which Go p reſted from his work of creation; 
Therefore the Lordi day or firſt day of the week on which C Hriſt 
roſe from the grave,is not by the fourth commandment appoint- 
ed to be kept holy. 

Nor doe the Goſpels make any mention of the obſerving the 
Lords day. Thoſe propheticall words of our Saviour, Pray ye 
that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the Sabbath day (e) Mat. 23. 20. 
though we would prove them undeniably to be Figurative (d) ©/ _ ce 
and are ſo underſtood by ſome of the new Sabbatarians:(e) yet — Tp = — 
taken literally, import no more but that the Sabbath, or ſeventh e )Rich.Bykield; 
day, was kept at the time of eruſalems deſtruction, (f) about Doctrine of 
thirty nine years after the death of Chriſt ; (g) Which is moſt the Sabbath, p. 
true; As alſo to this very day the Jewes obſerve it with other 56 | 
Moſaicall Rites, and ceremonies.But what is their ſuperſtitious — ; 
and unwarranted keeping The Sabbath or ſeventh day of the with ver. 10. 
week, to the Chriſtians celebration of the Loyd: day or firſt day of 8) Joſeph. de 
the week? Indeed, the Evangeliſt S. ohn ſpecifies two ſeverall 50. Judaico, 
times whereinChriſt after his ReſurreRion appeared to his Diſ- . 13 

ciples, when they were aſſembled. One was, at evening the ſame Cbronol l. y. 
day he roſe from the dead,being the firſt day of the weth:(h)But this h John 20. g, 
Text affords no foundation at all for their conceit, who would 19. 

have the Diſciples then aſſembled to celebrate the day of Chris 
Reſurrection; For, 

1.The day was Sent, or very little of it remainivg,before they 
aſſembled. (5) ) Compare 

2. The Scriptures expreſly tell us, why they met, they were aſs Luk. 24.29.33. 
ſembled for feare of the ems; (x) and what they did being met, —4 John 20. 
they ſupt together and their meat was broiled fiſh and an hony comb: þ) John 20,19. 
J Here's not a word of Praying, Pceaching, and other ſol:mn 0 Luk.24-33 
dutyes requiſice to a ſolemne day. 41,42. : 

3, The coming of Mary Magdalene and others to the Sepul- 
chre and bringing fþicer,with intent to axoint our Sxviours Body; 
( And the travelling of the two Diſciples from Feruſalam to mn) Mar. 16. 1. 
Emmaus upon their private occaſions, (n) are clear teſtimonies 1 Luk. 2 4.13. 
that that day was in their repute a common ordinary day. 

4. And laſtly, the Diſciples at their fitſt aſſembling, did not be- 
3 lieve 


"f 


(56) 
e) Luk. 24. 11. Heve the Reſurrection of Chriff; (o) and therefore when Chr; 
appeared unto them a they ſat at meat fu npbraided them herein, with 
7) Mark 16.14: gheir uubolirfe and hardneſſe of heat: (p) How then could it be, 
that che cauſe of their aſſembling was to celebrate the day of 
(rift; Reſurrcction? 
The other time wherein Chriſt did appeare to his Diſciples 
affembled, was (ſaith the forcſaid Evangeliſt) after eight dajes ; 
\ olige. (9) Which word ter ſhewes chat the eight des were fully com- 
9) Job. a0. 6. pet und ended. and ſothis merting of the Diſciples falls on the 
Note. It ĩs a ninth day; Now zccomprt Nine, either including the day of 
received Ele Cite RefarreRion,and their meeting was on the ſecond day of 
anongh ang. che ſecond weeke;Or, Nins from the time of his former appes- 
in Chronology, race to his Diſcip'es,excluding the day of his Refurreftion 
that the expreſ- [ which is more probably the ſenſe of the Goſpel Jrhen was their 
font of ine u meeting on the third day of the ſecond week; and it can no way 
: — r de iſſigaed to the firſt day of the weer unleſſe we ſay is our new 
* Aken in abe Sa bhatarians chat afiey eighe deyts mult be interpreted, before 
fulteft ſenſe, an- eig be deyrr, to wit, on the ſeventh, which is moſt ridiculous, 
laße by o:ber Come we tothe As, and we read not there, that the Apo- 
Tat? —_ ſtles did practice or appoint the Obſervation of the firſt day of 
1d Ft be * the weeke above the reſt : It ſeems good[ ſay they unanimouſly in 
proved. that famous Synod at rrsſalrm] to the Holy Gheſt and to us, to lay 
No Fux THER BURTHEN wpon he THEN THES'E NE- 
CESSARY THINGS, that ye abſtaine from things offered to 


” Idoli, and from blood, and from things ſtrangled, and from Forni- 


) Ads 15.28, canen. (r Asforthat meetirg of Paul and the Diſciples at 
29, Troas ; (5s) whether we reſpect the tim or the end of thr r 
Acts 10.6.7. meeting, it makes nothing at all to the celebration of the Lords 

day. The time is expreſt to be apo the firſt day of the weeke 

when the Diſciples camt together to break, bread, which all Di- 
1) Mx,26,20 vine; grant to be à evening (e) on Sunday night; and, faith the 
Mark. 14.15 Teæt, they continued together ti breaks of da. ſu) Now whar. is 
1) Acts 20. 7, this to the — ? Did the firſt OChriſtians or maſt we keep 
11. our weekly Feaſts from the Evening on Sunday night till breake 
— — of day on Mund ay ? certeinly none will ſay N Beate it is 
Sab pan. 3j. 2 ſacred principle with ſome of the New Sabbatarians, (v) that 
Theſ, 76, 77, the time of celebrating the Lordi iq, does contiuue no longer 
90. then till the Evening, necording to the ol Leviticall rule, from 


t ven 


(57) 
g wnte 4 [ball , 
it be ſaid wi ye celebrate your Sabbath: | 
— 5 contradiion 60 — —— then.can *)Levic.23.32; 
bration was — at ot in the Evening, when > at this meet- w) AR.2.42, * 
end of their —— — celebrate the Tok day , — cele- E — 2 2. 
; © raya, . W x94. 20. 
. a Dig od e 
follow a ne — exerciſes; w/ and et (not week- 112. * 
be kept e the — — "I ſhould N That place 
(x) the Doctrine — — 3 day £9,001 Cor, 
In all choſe Sacred * Apoſtles, () and — — 1 
we have not one Epililes of Pax (Z) a an rexaſon, Ars. 0c ag 
Heb.4.g.is not ſ 2 llable of the Lordi day Th Peter Fohn,Jude, 17 8 
(=) reſt which h _ weekly temporary mo Apoſtle 9 — . 9. 
(4) 2 reſt in — — teth us to rive * hut of another ; b) — It. 
paſſed before u. (b) Thi 5 inte which Chriſt — _ by faith ; — 
(e) begun in this life — ( lay Iotecpreters)is a 225 Prieſ ts locum. ; 
bur perfeftly & ——— + ms. HU Earl. 
— clexcly the {ene of — _ life eternal: (4) Which — — : 
— Sabbatatians (e , it is con eſſed by ſome _—_ — 
r ; —— 
about — — — wrote his Books called The vertaß ing Ref. 
of the reſt of the Apoliles 6. Fywhich was ſong after —_— 31 
ſome tranſlitiont have i 9 ſaith, that be Was in th g e deceaſe mY 
day:(g)Which (h ve it Jh was raviſbed in the 0 ſpirit, or, (as the Sabb 5 
Saad _ indeed there was ſome "ow * — . 
day were an Hol _ in the Chriſtian Chut * „ en called the 5 Irenæus 
* — « up. Ap" not;or,Iif an Holy-d whether that fi. . 
wee ke che da oe z or, if weekly, whether 2 1 12 * ) Rev 
—— — 44% of the Fl ſpin 
Holy-day in — — ; — _ of the chin. S0 Bei: 
ine) S. Iahu is ches untill the rei weekly | 
———˖ — Ihe reign of Canfas. * Abe try 
ſo he leaves it "nay commend Sit to u: but ercof he 324. Vid. 
— — ; but as he found it, _ Com- 
C1 
day — — the obſervation of the —— 
conſequently is no day prac = throughout the Scriptu Lords Parner, > 
nn — — 
is a2 OS 


(58) 
Here ſome miy aske ; When then began the Lords day to bs 

obſcrved > Who appointed it? and upon what grounds was it zp- 

| pointed? We anſwer to the fiſt; though the exaFt time be not 
b Quo tempore recorded, When C hriſtians began to keep holy the Lords day; h yet 
chritiazi diem from that of pebn i (underſtood according to the Tradition ge- 
Dominicum & nerally received) we may gather, the obſerving.thereof is very 
r'art tape: ancient, and was ſometime before John wrote that Book: k And 
2 ic hath been undeniably obſerved by Go Þ s Church in all ſuc- 
deburg.Cent.1, ceeding ages to this day. To the ſecond we anſwer ; The Ob. 
lib. 2.cap.6+ F{,rvgtion of the Lords day is appointed by the Chriſtian Church, 
i Revel 1.19. %% Church (faith Dr ſen) ont of her own will and pleaſure choſe the 
2 — — firſt day of the week for certain reaſons l. The Church (ſaith Bul. 
| Ex erbitrio linger) of her ſelfe freely choſe and received the day of Chriſts Re- 
elegit.Uclin. furreltios in ſtead of the Sabbath: We read not that it is any where 
yl. Cas . commanded. m The Chriſtian Church (ſaith Peter Martyr) did 
WEIS r in not amiſſe when ſhe appointed the Lords day to be obſerved inſtead of 
A — 2 1. the Sabbath. * GOD (ſaith Baſtingins) for a cauſe fitly ſerving the 
concione.4 times of the appearing of the Meſſias, did diſanul that Law of the 
* Per.Martyt. ſeventh day, and left it free for his Church to make uſe of other diycs, 
Tbeſ. in Exod. wie, ſor a probable cauſe choſe the firſt day upon Which fell the fe- 
f 'Baftingins. ſurreflion of Chrift, T We affirme (ſaith Peter du Monlm ) all 
Expol. Catect, the Dorines of the Chriſtian Faith are contaived in the Scri- 
4. prxcepti. ptares : The Obſervation of the Lords day ts not a De- 
n Per. de Moulm ine, but a Law of Church Government. n The Church 
3 _ (faith Napier) tranſported the exerciſe of Saturazy to the Sun- 
0 See Napier: day. 0 The Church ( faith Viet changed the Holy day of 
notes on Revil. reſt from the ſevemh day to the firſt , which is the Lords 
chap. i. day p. But, we fhall not inſiſt upon the teſtimonies of par- 
p „berg fx. ticular men ſiace we have herein the concurrent Judgement of 
— all Proteſtant Churches, as may be ſeen at large in The Harmony 
14. of (onfeſſions : o Take thereout one inſtance; It ic apparent (ſaicn 
o Sec. 16. & Auſpurg) that the Church appointed the Lords day to the end th t 
_ people ſhould know When to meet together; and whoſoever do thinks 
that by the Churches Authority, the Obſervation of the Lords day 

Nee the Aug „as ordained inſtead of the Sabbath as neceſſary, do very much erre. 
Confels. inthe „ To the third Demand we anſwer; That the Church upon juſt 
1 —— of Grounds hath appointed the Lords day to be kept holy; Which 
Bw Gcouads are theſe. Firlt, the Morality of the fourth Com. 

538 mandemenc 
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mandement requireth ſet dayes and times to GODS publiqu: 
Service; and thercfore the Chriſtian Church for the performance 
of this Commandment, and according to the liberty where with 
Chriſt hath made het free, (q) did amongſt other dayes, ſer apart 
the Lords day to Gop s Service: (r) And in reſpect of this Ge- 
nerall Warrant it is, that Divines do frequently ſay, the Obſer- 
vation of the Lords day hath «Authority from GO DS Comman:- 
dement. Secondly, the Equity of the ſeventh dayes Obſervation 
under the Law, obliged the Church to ſet apart the ſeventh day 
under the Goſpell : For it were diſproportionable and an utter 
ſhame, that Chriſtians in their [Cuties and Thankſ-givings to. 
G o ſhould come ſhort of thoſe that were under the L when 
their benefits are much greater (7) Thirdly, the Church, not pla- 
cing any holineſſe in dayes, nor from an opinion of the neceſſity 
of keeping one day rather then another, did out of her one 
jadgement, freely and voluntarily chuſe he firſt day of the Weeks 
For our ſeventh dayes Solemnity * : and this frge"choice of the 
Charch is in part acknowledged by ſome New $1bbatarians ; 7 
profeſſe (ſaith one of them) that I doe not conceive there is any mo- 
rall neceſſity , th t that day of the weeks on which Chriſt Roſe from 
the Grave, ſhould be kept holy in the { hriſtian Church, rather then 
the day wherein he wan Borne, or the day Wherein he Suffered on the 
Creſſe, or the day wherein he Aſcended into Heaven (5). Howbeit, 
though no in junction or neceſſity be laid on the Church, yet ſhe 
wanted not certaine pe rſwaſive reaſons and inducements, for 
refuſing the laſt day of the wet ke, and making choice of the firſt, 
Two reaſyns (hee had for tefuſing the laſt day of the Weeke - Oae 
was, that by not-obſerving the Sabbath · day, Cntiſtians might un- 
derſtand they are now freed from the Yoke of the ceremoniall 
Law: (:) The other was, that here by a diff. rence and diſtinction 
might be put betwixt us and I.. U Likewiſe the Church had 
two reaſons for making choice of the firſt day of the weeke ; 
Oae, In memery of the Worlds Creation, which Worke Gop 
began on that day: (w) The Ocher, In memory of Chriſt; Reſur- 
rection, who on the. firſt day of the weeke roſe from death (x) And 
in regard that Chrif? by bus riſing againe did mightily declare him. 
felfe ts be the Lord; (7) Therefore the Church called the day 
of Chi Reſarretl ion the Lordi day. (z) But here three things 
; H3 are 


q) Gal.s.7. 
r) Func, Com. 
in Chron. lib. 3, 
Anno 324+ 


r Beru iin his 
Treatiſe of the 
Chriſtian Sab- 
bub,chap. 9. 


* Baſting. Ex- 
poſer, 4. præctpti. 


5) Ley, Sunday 
Sabba.h,'p.1 2, 
t. u) Polan, 
Syntag. Theol. 
I. 9. c. 35. 

w Gern. 1.1.5, 
x) Luk. 24.5.6 
Conv. n'us hos 
die Solis faci- 
mm, quod bas 
de Dem mm- 
dum creavit, ey 
eadem die Chi. 
ſims reſurrexit 2 
mortub. Juſt io 
nus Apol. z. : 
pro Chi iſtia- 
1s. 
Rom. 1. 4. 
2) Inde à teur. 
rect one Cbriftz 


" i 
* 
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Ecileſs weeevie are to be noted; Firſt, That the (ſaying, that Clriſ by bu riGug 
Dominicum. gains did mightily declare hinsſulfe to be the Lord, and the calling 
A * Ec- of Chriſts Roſurreflian day the Ledi day are ſpoken by way of af. 
eien firmation,not by way of appropriation;3s if Chriſt did at no other 
time ſave at his Riſing declare him/e/fe to bea the Lord, and no 
day fave that of his Reſurrection were the Lords day; for this is 
_ 1523 falſe. Chriſt, we know, by his Birth of pute Virgin, (a) did 
Ker, Scans mightily declare himaſolfe to be the Lord, and therefore the day of 

And ews de guet dectare un a 
on this Text, Chriſts Nativity is alſo the Lords day; yea, our Lord himſelfe 
And alſo the expreſly calleth it Ha day John 8. 56. (6) Againe, Chriſt by his 
Annot. of the ſuſtaining the wrath of GOD for the ſianes of the whole world, 
— o. (e) did mightily declare himelfe to be Lord and therefore the day 
c) John 1.29. of Chriſts Paſſion is alſo che Lords day; Yea, many of the Pri- 
& 12.47. & 19. mitive Churches for the ſpace of 300. yeares after Chriſt , ob- 
17.18, ſerved this day as their weekly Solemaity, untill Canſt antius by 
0) Anno Len. Imperial Decree limited the Chriſtians, for unity ſake, to the 
Tua. Com. in obſervation of the firſt day of the Weeks onely. (4) Againe, Chriſt 
Cron. l.. by his aſcending into heaven, in the preſence and fight af his 
e) Malk 16.19. Apoltles (e) did wightily declare himſelſe to be the Lord, and 
Acts 1.9, 0. therefore the day of Chriſts Aſcenſion is alſo the Lords day: So 
that had the phraſe and ſpeech of the Chriſtian Church ſo deter- 
mined, the day of Chriſts Nativity, Paſſion, Aſcenſion, or the 
like, might have beene called the Lords day as well as Chriſts Re- 
ſurreftion-day is thus called. Our next Obſervation is, that Chriſt 
by his reſurtection cauſed or occaſioned the firſt day of the Weeks 
to be kept-holy, and hence it is, that ſome ancient Writers have 
G) Athanaſ, in ſaid, that Chrsſt changed the Sabbath into the Lords day, (f) Chrift 
Hamil. de. ſe- ſet the Lords day apart (g) Not that Chriſt was the Author of 
panne che faid change and ir ſtuutour of the Lordi day. but that Chriſt by 
— bs Reſurrettian was the cauſe or occafion Wherefore it was chan- 
Aug. de. verb, ged and ſet apart: (b) As we uſually ſay of the fifth of November, 
Apaſt.Scrm. i5 The Papsſts made this an Holy-day ; not that Papiſts ordain'd it 
b) —_ to be kept holy, but that the Papilts by their Powder-plot were 
110. ad Ja". the cauſe or occaſion,wherefore che Church and State of England 
ordained it. The third thing to be noted is, that Cris Ri- 
ſing againe is a part of that work, not the whole worke which ha 
performed for mans Redemption; and is in it ſelfe no greater 


ah nor more beneficiall unto us then ks Incarnation, Birth, Paſſion, 


5 and 
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and the l: For, had Chriſt onely Riſen avaine, nnd not fuf- 
fer'd for our fiones, what would his or our RefurreRion have 
availed ? Nay, had Chriſt both ſuffer d and tiſen againe und not 
beene incarnate by the Holy Ghoſt of n Virgin and made man, 
what had his 2 and Riſicfy againe becne to us? Nay,grant 
all theſe, yet if Chriſt had not Aſcended, we could never have at- 
rained the end of our hope which is in heaven;for Where the head 
1, there alſo muſt br the members; and if Chriſt our head were not 
in heaven,neither ſhould nor could we expect it. 

The reſult then and ſumme of all is, that ſceing the Feaft of 
Chriſts Nativity hath like warrant and allowance from Scripture 
2s the Lords day hath the fame authority for its Inſtitution, is ce- 
lebrated in memory of as great and wonderfall x work ofChrift, 
and 2s beneficiall unto us, es his RefarreRion ; Therefore the 
Lords day is no more nor otherwiſe THE day appointed for ms to 
rejojce on, then the day of Chrifts Nativity, 


QULAERE X. 

Whether Chriſtmas day ought in any reſpect to be eſteemed above another 

of the weeke-dayes ? And whether people may not without offence to 

GOD follow their lawfall vocations on that day ? 

a ANSWER. 

Fiom what we have already proved, the ſolmion of this 
£xere is eaſie and obvious ; For, in refþect that Chriſhwas day 
being the day of our Lords Nativity, is the Lord: day ; and by 
his Sponſe, (i) the Church fer apatt to Gods publick worſhip and ) Cant. 4. 
our1ou'cs edification, it owyht clearely to be eſteemed above any 
of the common week dayer: And for prople on this day wilfully and 
contemptuouſly ro fre their ordinary ſ though ut other times 
lawful) vocation: ot callings, is, in the ficlt place, a breach of the . 8e the de · 
fourth Commandement; for the day of Chrilts Nativity is 4 ſab · fnitiön of 
bath or rrſt unto the Lord, (H and GOD will have us to keep holy Sabbath in our 
the {abbuth or reft-day. Next it is deſpiſing and a diſhononring of Anſu. to che 
their Mother the Church, which whoſoever are guilty of not only 8 
ſia againſt che fifth Comm andement; /) but by our Saviour im I) Pertinr Caſis 
ſelf we ure enjoyned to vccount all ſuch & revoſters from the of Conſc. l. r. 
Chriſtian Faith, Heathen men and Prblicars, (w) Laſtiy, it isn c. . Se 5, 
ground &linler to the violation of aſl orders & devency in GODS *) Mar. 17. 
ſet vice, ich is expreſly condemned in Holy Scriptute. (v) ms 1 Cor · 1 4:40, 


1) Aug. 1647. 
0) 5. & 6 Ed. 6. 
c. 3. 1 Eliz C 2. 
p) Nihil eſt ra- 
tie ni magis con- 
ſentaneum quam 
eodim mods 
unumquod que 
diſſolvere quo 
corflatum eſt. 
Judge Dode- 
ridgchis Eng- 
liſh Lawyer, 
q) See our 
Anſw. to . 
Are 3 & 4. 
1 jeh. 
Section. 
s) The Parl. 
Decl. Scpt 27. 
1649. pag · 10. 


x) See the afote 
ſaid Decl. pag. 
5. 7. ĩo. 
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if to break Gods Commandments, to-contemne Churches 

authority,to become Heathens and Pablicans,and to overthrow 

all order and decencie in GODS ſervices, be offences to GOD; 

Then muſt we conclude, that to work or fofow our vocations on 

Chriitmas day,is a great and high offence unto G O D. 

RUSERE XI. 

Whether you think the Parliament and Aſſembly bave erred and played the 
fooles in condemning and raſing out Holy-dayes not warranted in the 
Word ? And whether to obſerve them be not highly to diſlike , and flatly 
to con:radi& (in point of practice at leaſt) their procedings in ordec to a 


Reformation? 
ANSWER. i 
Thouglits are free, and every mans minde is to himſelfe; yet 


fot ſatisfaction hereunto, noting by the way the incivility of 


the terme Fooles, we anſwer, that the Parliament is not truly al- 
leaged in this point; For, Firſt, our Quæriſt grounds his allega- 
tion upon an Order of the Houſe (») whereas the Day of 
Chriſts Nativity and the like are appointed Holy dayes by 
Act of Parliament; (o) and an Order cannat raſe ont an 
Act; for it is a Mix me (as well in our Engliſh Lawes, as 
in the Civill) that What ever it be, the ſame way it is made, 
the ſame way it is diſſolved, (p) Secondly, by our Quætiſts owne 
conft ſſion the Ocder alledged condemnes Holy. dayes not war- 
ranted in the Word; which does nothing at all concerne the 
day of (riſks Nativity ; the Obſervation of this day being 
warranted by the Holy Scripture, (3 inſtituted by the Apoſto- 
lick Churches, and practiſed throughout the Reformed: (+) And 
therefore to obſerve this day and the like is not to contradi but 
to further the Parliaments proceedings in order to Reformation: they 
havirg often tellified, and {till doe teſtifie to the world, that their 
gwide in the wor hte of Reformation ſpall be the word of GOD and the 
beſt Reformed Churches. (s) Thirdly, the procurers of the ſaid 
Order have beene ſince detected, ſecluded the Houſe, and by full 
conſent of Parliament declared to be no other then a party and 
faction, acted by power of darkneſſe, eApoſtates from their firſt 
principles, bearing only the name of Patriots and Lovers of Religion, 
and ſuch Reformers of Popery and prophaneneſſe as ſtood themſelves 
in need of Reformation: (t) Now, of what price or eſteeme theſe 
mens Votes and candemnings ought to be, let either conſcience 
or 


(63) 
or reaſon determine. As for the Aſſembly of Divines, it is well 
knowne how they were choſen, and that their number dors not 
muchexceed $0. Perſons, (a) Unto which we ſhall fay no more ) EAA bis 
but what one of their Abettors and Favourites bath long agoe 476 Wr. 
beene forced to acknowledge ; There « (ſaith hee) no reſolution © 
from any Apoſtolical primitive pattern of the hurcbes erected by the 
Apeſtles,of an Aſembly SO CHOSEN BY MAGISTRATES, 
(w) to draw up a Government and Direfliow in Worſhip for ſo ma- For the pat 
. Its 
ny Churches, (x) many of which Churches have not ſo much as one of did nominate 
their members there. (y) the Divines of 
DD USEREXNIT the Aſſembly. 
Wherher / ſince moſt men and women in England doe blindly and ſuperſtiti- ) There are aa 
ouſly believe, Chriſt was born on that day) preaching on ic doth not nou» bove 1doco, 


riſh and ſtrengtben them in that beliefe ? Pariſh. 
ANSWER. Churches in 


*Tis true; moſt men and women in England, and indeede all 1 
Chriſtian Churches throughout the world doe believe that Chriſt YEdwards bis 
was borne on the 25. day of December ; but this they doe neither Amipolagis, p. 
blindly nor ſuperſtitionſiy. Not blindly ; For they have plenty of 83. N 
ancient Records and the cleare Teſtimonies both of the Greek 
and Latin Fathers, and other Ecclefiaſticall Writers, which beate 
witneſſe thereunto ; («) Nor ſuper#itionſly ; For they hold it x) See our 6th, 
no point of Religion or Article of faith; and therefore our <8ion. 
Queriſt neede not feare that preaching on this day will nouriſb any 
matter of dangerous conſequence. But, Good GOD ! how 
quick-ſighted are out Opponents in other mens wayes, and how 
pur · blinde in their owne ? V Vhat talke they of ſuperſtition : 

Was there ever read or heard of a more ſuperſtitious generation 

then themſelves > Dos not molt of them teach, that it is unlaw- 

full co adminiſter the Sacraments on any other day, then the 

Lords day, and in any other place then the Church > Doe not 

moſt of them teach, that it is unlawful to receive the Communi- 

on, without being confeſſed and approved by the Prieſt and his 

Conſiſtory? (a) Doe not moſt of them teach, that it is unlaw- 2) Alias che 

full co ring the Bels in peale upon the Lords day; To eat Mince. Miniſter and 

pies, Plumb-porrage,or Brawn in December; To trim the Church bis Elderſhip. 

or private houſe with =P and Ivy about Chriſtmas,or to ftrew 

it with Ruſhes about Midſummer ; To ſtick a roaſting piece of 

Beefe with Roſemary ; or to ſtick a ſprigge of Roſemary in a 

Collar of Brawne when it is brought to the Table; To play at 
I _— Cards 


. — 7 * raid 
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b) the Alma- 
nack is entitu/ 
led, A Scripture 


Alminack. 


c) Apud majores 
noſtros Saturna- 
lia die uno finie- 
bantur, qui eras 
al quarium deci- 
mum Calendas 

Tanuarias : ſel 
poftquan c. ('z+ 


ſar buic me 


duos addidit dies 


ſexto decimo 


Capts celebrari, 

Macrob. Satur. 
I. . c. io. Vid. etiã 
Giraldi Calẽda- 
rium ad finem. 

lib. Ovid. Faſt, 
d) Ante tamen, 
guum fumma di- 
et peſt acula fi- 


ſtat; Euß fer 
Orion equore 
mer ſus erit. 


Proxima vidtri- 
cem cum Roman 
inſpexerit Eos 
ire e. 
rit pompa celeber 
——bixccere- 
r ludi. Ovid. 

Faſtorum. l. 4. 

e) TheTreaſure 
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Cards or Bowles ; To hawk or hunt; To give money to 2 ſex. 
vints ot apprentiſes Boxe, or to ſend a couple of Capons or 
any other preſent to a friend in the Twelve-dayes ; to uſe a ring 
in the Solemnizution of Marriage; To cover 2 Herſe with a 
white. ſheet; and a thouſand ſuch like foppiſh ſupetſtitious con- 
ceits,which to reckon up would ba long and needleſſe. 
SLSUAERE XIII. 
Whether this Feaft had not its rile and growth from Chriſtians conformity 


to the mad Feaſts Saturnalia, (kept in December to Saturne the Father of 
Gods) in which there was 2 Sheafe offered to Ceres Goddeſſe of Cornez a 


bymae in her praiſe called a or I? And bet er thoſe Chrilti- 
ans by name, to cloake it, did not afterwards call ic Tule, and C hriſtmas, 1s 
though it were for Chrifts honour ? And whether it be not yet by ſome 
(more ancient then truly or knowingly religious ) called Tule, and the 
mad playes or ſports (wherewith tis celebrated, like thoſe Saturnalia)Tule 

games ? And whether from the offering of that Sheafe to Ceres ; from that 
ſong in her praiſe ; from thoſe gifts the Heathens gave theic friends in the 

Calends in Tanuery, ominis gratia, did not ariſe or ſpring our Blazes, Chriſt- 

mas Kaiiles,and New years gitcs ? 

ANSWER. 

This Quere containeth a pack of groſſe errours and vaine 
imaginations, taken out of a new phantaſticall Almanack ; (b) 
The tiuth whereof our Querif} ſhould have done well to have 
exzmined, bzfore he bad twallowed ir. As for our Feaſt of the 
Nativity, it had it viſe from the practiſe of the pute, ancient 
and Apoſtolique Church ; and its growth from Chriſtians con- 
formity to the ſaid practice; which we have fully and at large 
proved in our fifth Section. Thoſe Feaſts to Saturne, which be- 
gan on the 17. of December, and laſted three dayes, (c) concerne 
not us; ualeſſe our Opponents will ſay, that Chriſtians may 
not ſet a day apart to GODS Service in that moneth that Hra- 
thens had Feaſts ; and if ſo, we muſt bid adiew to all publique 
Services of GOD. The ſtory of offering 4 Sheafe to Ceres and of 
a bymye in her praiſe at the Feaſt of Saturne, is down. tight falſe; 
for that offering and hymue to ( eres was at her own Fealt, which 
was in April: (d) And by conſequence thoſe derivations of 
Tale from i and Karilzs from Ceres are ridiculous ; and ſa- 
vour of as much wit, as that of Tarleton to the School-boyes of 
Weſtminſter, when he told them, that N\ «pkin came from Me- 
ptuns, and Trencher from his Trident. (e) But no marvaile, theſe 
men ſhould be ſo ignorant from whence the words come, when 
they know not how to ſpell them; for in true ſpelling it is not 


ot Wir pag. 5. Tuli, but Vis; not Karilen but Carrolis: And that our Oppo- 


nents 


(65) 
nents may have the juſt Originallof theſe words, they muſt un? 
derſtand, that the French call Chriſtmas Noel, from the Latine 
word Now which ſignifies New, becauſe the New-ycare begins 


at Chriſtmas. (f) From Novel the people of Normandy, who f)Vid. Devid. 


ſpeake a corrupt kinde of French, have their word Ne; And #i Diſpoſe 


from Nuel together with the Norman conqueſt, the Engliſh had f. ſab invie. 
Nule or Ry g) both which words were indeed uſed — this day — — 
in ſome of the Northerne parts of this Land. * The other word on. Latino- * 
{roff, comes from cantare which ſignifies t ſing, and Rola an In» Angle. gl. 
ter jection expreſſi ag joy; for heretofore in the burden of de- —— 
light full ſongs, and when men were jocund, they were wont to 5 _ * 
fing Rola. Rola; us, ſometimes we doe Heyda, Heyda ; or Derry, © 

Derry, Now, whers lies the impiety of thoſe words > Where 

lies their Heatheniſme 2 But we finde this is no new trick; wee 

have examples enough / and too many ſome will ſay, when they 

muſt give an account) of landering GO D S people and Servi- 

ces in this kinde : Plutarch tells us, that the ancient Zewes (with 

whom no doubt was GODS true Religion) did ſacrifice to Ce- 

res and Bacchus z and that from Sahaſies, one of the names of 

Bacchus, they called their Feaſts Sabbathr, (g) peſepbus tels of a g Plutarch in 
figment no leſſe monſtrous ; That when the Fees came out of E. ympoſiacis. 
gypt, at the end of every ſixe daies journey they were tronbled with 

ulcers and ſores in their groines,and for that cauſe refted the ſeventh 

day; and bring ſetled and ſound in the Land of Fndea they called that 


day, the Sabbath, from the Egyptian word Sabbatoſis, which ſig- 
nifed a diſeaſe in the greine : (Y) And certainely one egge is not — 


more like another, then theſe are to the conceits of our Oppo- 
nents. As to their four ſaperſlitious ſctuples propounded in the 
cloſe of this ere We anſwer to the fi:ſt,concerning Vle-games 
or (hriſmas pers, that the body is GODS ; us well 2s the ſpirit ; 
(i) and therefore why ſhould not Gop be glorified by ſhewing 
forth the ſtrength, quickneſſe, and agility of our body,as well as by 
declaring the endowments of our ſpirit > Provided alwaies, the 
ſaid exerciſes be according to Chriitian modeſty and in due ſea- 
ſons. To the Second, concerning Blaze, we anſwer, That a great 
fire, little fire, no fire, are equally materiall to the Celebration 
of Chriſtmas ; und yet, why may not B/azes be then allowed in 
our chymneys, as well as Bonefires in our ſtreets on the fifth of 
November ? To the Third, concerning Chriſtmas Carrelles , wee 

I 2 _ anſwer, 


j)1Cor.6.20, 


* 
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anſwer, That it was an ancient cuſtomeamonegſt the Chriſtians in 
theirFealts,ro bring every one inte the midſt & incite him to ſing un- 

uc quiſque % GOD 45 Well au the could, ait her out of the holy Scriptures, or of his 
ge ocriprurts  OWne wit andinvention : (4) And why was this cotirſe of ſinging 
proprio inge- More lawfal in thoſe daies then now? To the Fourth, concerning 
nio poteſt, Mew. years gifts, we anſwer,that we have Scripture- example for 
provocatur in ſending gifts or portions one #8 avother on daies of Feaſtingsi(!) And 
— — this ule then was(fay the Aſſembly of learnedDivine:)for the main- 
lib adverſus  Fenance of watualfriendſoip. (m) How come ſuch gifts to be fince 
gentes, cap. 39. Wnlewful ? 29 EATE XIV. | 

H Eſt.9 19.22, Whether conformity to, nd tetention of Heatbeniſh Cuſtomes be commend. 
m) See their An able in Chriſtians, ſutable or agreeable with Goſpel - principles, though un- 
notat. on Eſter der pretext of Chriſts Honour and Worſhip ? 
9.22. cANSWER, 


It is a moſt wicked ſlander, that we folemnize the diy of 

Chriſt. Nativity under a pretext onely and ſhew of Chriſts honour 

and worſhip ; For with all ſincerity and ſiagleneſſe of heart wee 

dedicate both the day and our ſelves on that day to the publ que 

Wor ſipping of Gon, the honewring of ChriF, and to a thankfull 
contewplation of thoſe infinite and uneſtimable benefits, which 

accrue unto us by Chris marvellous Birth of a Virgin: Nor is 

this from any Heatheniſh ¶ uſtomes, but from the evident (x im- 

ples of Gop's Church throughout all ages, ever ſince Chriſtiani- 

#) See our fiſch © hath been profeſſed. () And here we ſhall give our Opponents 
Section. a Leſſon which would be wel learned and remembred, hat it does 
nat ftraightway follow,brcauſe Heathens do it, the thing done is Hea- 
theniſh,and not ſutable with Goſpel principles: For, the Principles of 

the Goſpel! doe confirme, not deſtroy the Principles of nature; 

and therefore Heathens by the light of naturall reaſon hav: done 

and doe many excellent things and commendable in Chriſtians, 

8) Rom. 2. 14, ſo) We finde upon Record, the Temperance,Chaftity, Prudence, and 
Ip» other Virtnes of Heathens; and yet no man caa ſay, that Tem- 
perance,Chaſtity, Prudence ate Heat heniſb and not ſutable to Goſpel- 
principles. We read that Heathens do Marry, Bury, BuildCknrches; 

. and yet no man can ſay, that Afarriage, Burial ef our dead Build- 
— 1 _—_ ing of (hurches,are Heatheniſh aud not ſutable to Goſpel principles. 
8 ah. 3:8; Yes, manifeſt it is, and ſome of the New Sabbatacians contcfle, 
g) Joſeph conr, ( p) that the Heathens obſerved the ſeventh day for a Holy-day and 
Ap. l. 1. &. Phil. Feſtival;(q)and yet they will not ſay, that the obſervation of the 
| J —5 de ſeventh day is Heatheniſh and not ſur able to * 5 


(6) 


IE xXx. | 
Whether you are not bound co prove your practice by the conviction and 
ſatisfaction of your Brethren, whoſe duty it is to walke with you in things 
agreeab'e to the mind of Chriſt ? And in caſe you cannot; Whether you 
ought not to acknowledge your errour, lay down your practice (as others 
have done theirs) no longer befooling and miſleading the People ? 


ANSWER. 

Indeed, putting the caſe as our geit doth, that we cav- 
not prove the law ſulneſſe of our practice; tis granted, we onght 
to acknowledge our errour and lay down our practice: But in Caſe we 
can prove, as it is manifeſt we have proved that our practice hath 
the approbatioa of Gop s Word, 1 the example of Chriſtians 
in the Primitive and pureſt times, the wieneſſe of the ancient Fa. 
thers, the conſent of all Reformed Churches :; (with which if 
any thing there be that ever can ot will convince and ſatisſit, men 
ougt to reſt ſatisf12d,) then, out of our Qgeriſis own mouth do 
we infer, that it « the duty of him and all other out Opponents 
to Walke with 4 in theſe things ſo clearly agreeable to the mind of 
(if. And if yet, the good which we have ſet before them will 
not prevaile;let our Opponents take into their ſaddeſt and moſt 
{:rious thoughts the manifold evi! which by their non conformi- 
ty to our practice itiſeth both to theinſelves and the Churches of 
Gop, Fuſt it abets 8nd gives countenance to B aſphemets; and 
thoſe ſo hortid and etectable, that the bare reherſall of their fte. 
quent reproaches againſt ourChriſtianSolemnities would be unto 
modeſt cares offenſive: Yon have a taſte hereof in our laſt Selti- 
on, Secondly, it will bring to paſſe, (x5 S. Aaguſtine long ſince 
noted) that in procefſe of time, by the non · obſervance of theſe yeerly 
Solewities, an ungrateful forgetfulnt (ſe of the Great benefits of the 
Son of GOD wil fteale npon . Thicdly, It is x dangerous fore- 
runner of mens Apoltacy from Chriſt; For, the ſaid nor=confor. 
mity is a great and manifeſt ſchiſme in the Catholick Church, & 
ſchiſme(ns we know by heavy experience) produceth Hereſie,c and 
Hereſie( without Gop s extraordinary preventingGrace)endeth 
in Apoſtacy. Fourchly, It condemaes and caſteth dirt on the face 
of the pute, ancient. Apoliolick Churches. Fifrhly, it is directiy a- 
gainlt thy Solemue League and Covenant, which obligeth every 
one in luis place and calling to act according to the Ward of GOD, 
and the example of the b:ſt Reformed Churches, s Sixthly, It is an 
argument of ſuper fition;For to accompt dayes holy or unholy in 
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themſelves is equally ſuperſtitious. Seventhly, It teaches diſobe- 
dierce unto, at leaſt a neglect of, the Magiſtrates power in mat- 
ters Eccleſiaſtical : For who will or can thinke himſelfe bound 
to any Ocdinances of men, When thoſe dayes which have been 
eſtabliſhed by all States and Churches, chat ever owned the title 
CHR1sSTIAN, ſhall be laid afide. Eighehly, It is a contempt of 
Univerſal Tradition; which hath ever been held a ſure marke of 
ti uth. (t and one of the beſt ceſtimonies that che Scriptures be the 
Word of GO D. (a) Vea, we de ſite out Opponents to conſider, that 
upon no other ground then this of Vniverſal Tradition, doe 
Chriſtians believe that Matthew, Luke, and ohn, wrote thoſe 
Goſpells, in which is declared the Birth of Cbriſt: (r) And, if the 
Univerſal Traduion of Gods ¶ hurch be neceſſary and certain 
foundation, whereon to build our beliefe of the ſaid Goſpels from 
which we have the relation of Chrits Birth; It mult likewiſe be 
yielded, that Univerſal Tradition is ns certains a foundation, 
whereon to build our beliefe, that Chriſt was borne on the 25. day 
of Decemb. and that that day ij to be yeerly celebrated by all Chris 
Stians in memory thereof; For both theſe are no leſſe aſſured unto 
us by Univer/all Tradition, (:) then the former. Laſtly, it is an 
inlet to all confuſion and diſorder in the Churches of Chriſt; For 
if nothing mult be admitted, but what hath Speciall Scripture 
wartant, either in expreſſe termes or by ſound conſequence; (w) 
Then it followes undeniably that the Lordi day and all ſet dayes of 
GODS Worſbip, ſet Faſt dayes, ſet Lectures, daily prayers With our 
Families, ſinging one P/alm all together, x erecting Churches, Paro- 
chial Congregations,publique catechizing of youth, aching Banes, & 
the Minihers ſolemnizing of Matrimony, Exhortations at burials, 
mult not be admitted; tor none of theſe nor many things more, 
now in practice amorgus,have any ſpecialScripture. warant at al. 
In vaine therefore ic is and moſt abſurd, for Vou, our Opponents 
to charge us with befooling and miſleading the people: Your own 
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who petſwade, That Adam kept the Sabbath in the State of In- 


7) Dies Domi= nocency, (y ) that he ſung Davids Ninety ſecond Plalme on that 
nica.lib.1.c.8. day, (that GOD Himſelf preached, ind ſome of you undertake 
a) Du Bartas, in to know what were the Doftrines of His Sermon. (a) Do yon not 
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feventh daygthe day on which he reſe i to be kept holy, but A ſeventh 


day; and fo one day of ſeven be obſerved, no matter which of 
them. b Another while, That by this Commandement Go n en. 
joynes us to keep holy the firſt day of the week, on which he beg 
his work, of Creation. Do you not befool and miſlead the people? 
You who(forgetting your own Docttine of the fourth Com- 
mandement) Do teack, That the keeping holy the firſt dey of the 
week or Lords diy was appointed and prattiſed by Chriſt and his A- 
peſtles; 4 Vet cannot produce ſo much as one Example for it, 
much leſſe a Precept. Do you not befoole and miſt:ad the people ? 
You, who inferre, becauſe S. aul, and the Diſciples at Treas 
ſpent the whole night of the firit day of the werk in praying, prea- 
ching, and heavenly conference, in regard he was to leave them and 
depart on the morrow ; e THERBFORE S. Paul and the Diſci- 
ples at Tro met that night to keepe holy the day paſt ; f 
THEREFIRE the Diſciples at Troas met every firſt day of the 
week to kcep the day holy, s THEs EF0RK the Church at 
Philippi, the Church in Cilicia, and all Chriſtian Churches did 
then keep holy the firſt day of the Week, THERE FORE all the 
Apoſtles did conſtantly keep holy that day; Tn ERS ToRE 
Chriſt and his Apoltles appointed the firſt day of the Week to be for 


"ever celebrated, in ſtead of the Sabbath; h Is not this pitifull Lo- 


gick > Doe you not befoole and miſlead the people ? 

You, who tell tories of an o Sabbuth and z neW Sabbath, a 
7ewiſh.Sabbath and a Chriſtian Sabbath, a Sabbath of the ſeventh 
d and a Sabbath of the fi-ſt day of the week ,i That ſo you may 
ll ly fixe the name Sabbath on the Lords day, and then perſwade 
the ſimple & ignorant that all thoſe Texts of Scripture wherein 
mention is made of the Sabbath day,* arc intended of the Lords 
day: When indeed to call the Lords day the Sabbath is as ſenſe. 
lefſe as to call Sunday Saterday, or the fitſt day the laſ day of the 
week: K When throughout the Oid and New Teſtament we have 
not the leaſt intimation of any other weekly Sabbath, ſave the 
old, Zewiſh, ſeventh day Sabbath: When you your ſelves conf ſſe, 
that, he Name Lords day is more proper and particular, and leſſe 
obvious to exception, then the Name Sabbathʒm And that the name 
Sabbath is in dignity inferiour to both Lords day and Sunday; Dae 
you not befoole and miſleade the people? 

Youthatcondemne the yeerly Obſervation of Ciriſts Birth 

day 
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diy as Henthediſth ; Yet acknowledge thu Froft to bi a Conſti- 

tution of the ancient Primitive Church. o Doe you not befogle 
and mifleade the people | 

Take ye heed,theſe are not ſmall matters: Conſider well with 
your ſelves what it is to ſtand guilty before Ge p of behjing 
(briſt and bis Apoſtles, of wilſul wreſting the Holy Scriptmres, ot 
deſpiſing Chrifts Church, of introducing fudaiſme, of fall ion, of 
perjury and Vom brevkiug, of rail ing, ſeducing, pirituall pride, and 
other abhominable fins aich ever accompany thoſe who by de- 
ceit and untruths do thinke to advance the Honour and Services 
of Gop, Be ad viſed; take time while time is. to repent of thoſe 
notorious ſanders Wherewith you have aſperſed the ancient 
approved wayes of Gors Worſhip; and let the ſincerity of 
your Repentance appeare by the ſpeedy abandoning of youc 
Schiſmaticall unchriſtian practices and principles; leſt the heavy 
judgement of ſeducers, to waxe Worſe and worſe, p fall upon you, 
and Gop in the end deliver you up to ſuch ſtrong deluſions thas 
you ſhonld belit vt your one /yes. q 

QULEREXVI, 

Whether in caſe you returne no anſwer to the Quzres, I have not ground 
ſufficient to conclade you utterly unable to give a rationall account of your 
praRice, now put upon it? | 

ANSWER. 

Sir, You have an account of onr prattice;8 how ratiozall it it, we 
appeale to your own conſcience and the judgement of the Chri- 
ſtian World. Now for concluſion, take here the words of a moſt 
eminent D:vine,whoſe learning & piety hath placed him beyond 
exception; There is (faith he) y no day ſo properly (hriſts as bis 
Birth- day; Which may appeare, if we ſet it in compariſon with other 
dayes of moſt memorable note, as the day of hupaſſion, Reſutrection, 
and Aſcenſion:for the day of his Paſſion,that was net fo properly biz, 
becauſe two theeves ſuffcred with him at the ſame time, in the ſame 
place, after the ſame manner : 2 Nor the day of bis ReſurreRion;for 
a he roſe from the dead, ſo d d others the 2 day, and went into the 
koly City: a Nor the day of bis Aſcenſion; for Enoch and Elias had 
their Aſcenſion tos, and that long before his:b But bi BIN TH Dat 
das His wir haut a fellow;none ever SO bornt, none ever born SUCH 
a one;and therefore ( as no Feſtivity is beſides it) it ts attended, as 
Chriſt kimſelfe, with an 8 >" of Holy dayes. 
altis qau. 


